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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

As | write this, we as the board are busy organizing
the regional meeting in Westerbork, the first of four

meetings spread across the country.

In addition to organizing the central Friends'
Contact Day in Nunspeet, this year on Saturday,
November 29, we have decided to take the initiative and

go to the Friends this time.

to leave. A lot has happened over the past year and
as a board we are in need of feedback.

from our Friends on our decisions, initiatives, and
plans. So there is certainly something to discuss. The
photo below provides a nice example of the changes

that have since been implemented.

Stichting
e VRIENDENKRING
NEUENGAMME

In 2028 Stichting Vris 11 1ge P g
nieuw Logo eneen verr nie folderen ties
voor e De ni rief kreeg ook nog een aantrekieljker uitertijk.

However, this overview is not exhaustive. In terms of
content, new steps have also been taken. We are
now, much more than before, focusing very specifically
on good and frequent communication. Our Facebook
page proves to be a very good medium in this regard:
more and more Friends and new followers are using it
for direct communication, as evidenced by the
growing number of reactions and messages we
receive. We also notice that the improved provision
of information via the website and newsletter meets

a growing need and is appreciated. We are doing our
best to further expand this provision of information,

for example by the history of

to elaborate on the Neuengamme subcamps on the

website and to offer published magazines and
newsletters as downloads.

This year we have critically evaluated the cooperation
with other organisations and made choices. While we
have temporarily put the plans for a form of
cooperation with the Dutch Dachau Committee on hold,
we have done the same with our friends in Ladelund
and Neuen-

In fact, the gamme has been intensified. We maintain
contact and remain in dialogue with organizations such
as Stichting Oktober 44, Stichting Samen Verder Puen,
Kamp Amersfoort, the Stichting Centraal Orgaan
Voormalig Verzet en Slachtoers (CO-VVS) , the
Amicale Internationale KZ Neuen-gamme (AIN) , and
many others whom | will not mention here. We
consider it important to move forward based on our

shared objective.

A final point I would like to mention here is our
intention to publish the book 'Nederlanders in

to have 'Neuengamme' reprinted. The book has been
sold out for years and only appears on the second-
hand market very occasionally, where (too) much
money is asked for it. To meet the demand for the book
at areasonable price, we have already made initial

contact. There are still a few hurdles to overcome.

We also notice that the better ones

information provision via
website and newsletter meets a

growing need and is appreciated.
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men (correcting errors in the current edition, arranging
copyright, securing solid financing, searching for a
reliable printer) before we have a new revised

edition in our hands, but the goal has been set.

With all these initiatives and changes, it is good to
occasionally look in the mirror or sit down with good
friends to reflect. And that is exactly what we will be
doing during the regional meetings, starting on
October 4 in Westerbork. The results of that day will
then logically also be incorporated into the Friends
Contact Day in Nunspeet on November 29. | hope

to see you there again.

Henk Vlieger

provider

4 ‘Neuengamme Memorial' (by press photographer Iris Groschek)
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'Ort der

Verundenheit' In

Neuengamme

THE MEMORIAL POSTER MONUMENT
FOR AND BY THE SURVIVORS

by Karin van Steeg

Since the 'Ort der Verbundenheit' monument was unveiled on November

13, 2020, at the former Neuengamme concentration camp, many

commemorative posters from various countries have already been

designed, printed, and put up. You have been able to read about this

regularly in previous issues of Magazine.

Since the number of Friends of the Circle of Friends is increasing, it might

be worthwhile to provide another explanation in this Magazine regarding the

origins of 'Ort der Verbundenheit', what exactly the monument entails, and

how surviving relatives and/ or family members can access it.

participate.

The origin of 'Ort der Verbundenheit', a place of
connection and memory

The monument 'Ort der Verbundenheit' is one

Iniaef of relatives of former prisoners of the
Neuengamme concentration camp near Hamburg. It
originated from the need to find the names of
persecuted relatives at the place where they suffered,
regardless of how short or long their stay there was

and whether or not they survived.

It was meant to become a monument to Aceve

commemoration, where surviving relatives from as
many countries as possible can express, in their own
individual way, their memories of and their personal
connection to their imprisoned family member and
the place of their suffering.

To be able to realize such a monument, a working
group was already established in 2015 within the
German organization Freundeskreis KZ-

Gedenkstae Neuengamme eV.
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Archiefkaste

de druk

Schematic representation of 'Ort der Verbundenheit'

cooperation with national and local organizations of
concentration camp survivors

Neuengamme, relatives of former prisoners, and with

external support, the monument 'Ort der Verbundenheit'

has been developed.

A student group from the Hamburg University of the

Arts and their professor have supported the working

group since May 2018.

After about 18 months of intensive preparation

thing and collaboration, the students came up with an

abundance of ideas how 'Ort der

what 'Verbundenheit' might look like. The idea

A 'workshop' was preferred over a large monument,
and various designs were created for this. Ultimately,
it was decided to realize 'Ort der Verbundenheit' as

a printing house.

The monument 'Ort der Verbundenheit'
word and image
Next of kin from different countries can

contribute to 'Ort der Verbunden-

Abraham Floris de Muijnck

nam Floris de Muijnc

father' by designing a memorial poster for their deported
family member. These posters can be designed
according to their own discretion, with photos,
drawings, quotes, biographical details, documents, letters
to the persecuted—in short, with anything that comes
straight from the heart of the family member in

terms of design. The floor is open to the family members
here.

Once ayear, acrylic printing plates are produced

from the poster designs by an RMA near

Neuengamme using laser technology. These plates

are displayed in open racks on the grounds of the
Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial in such

a way that the name of the prisoner one wishes to
commemorate is clearly legible. The actual text, which
appears in mirror image on the printing plate, only
becomes legible when posters are produced using the
plates. These can be printed by family members
themselves during a printing workshop. The printed
poster can be taken home or left in other places so that
the memories of the prisoners are spread across the

world.

Notice boards are ready on the grounds of KZ-
Gedenkstae Neuengamme for the presentation

of the printed posters. In addition, the printed
materials are available online in the form

presented from a digital archive so that they can be
viewed worldwide (hps://ort-der-ver-bundenheit.org/
nl/). The memorial posters in PDF format can be

downloaded and, if desired, printed in A3 format.

Pieter Reuvers

1922- 1991

NL PUTTEN RAZZIA 1944

PDF poster archive website 'Ort der Verbundenheit'
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Collage 'Ort der Verbundenheit' — printing workshop

The workshop set up for printing the The relationship between Schng

commemorative posters is located in the 'Plat- Vriendenkring Neuengamme and 'Ort der Verbundenheit'
tenhaus', the small prefabricated concrete Since early 2024, the project of Dutch

building next to the Klinkerwerk. Here you will commemorative posters of 'Ort der

find the printing press and the tools and Verbundenheit' has been part of the

other materials needed for printing the posters. Schng Vriendenkring Neuengamme. The

Vriendenkring works intensively with the 'Ort der' Working Group in this er
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Leaflets with information about 'Ort der Verbundenheit'

'Verbundenheit' in Neuengamme and actively works

to promote the poster project and increase the number
of memorial posters during meetings at home and
abroad, among other things by giving presentations,
participating in exhibitions, and distributing leaflets. The
Circle of Friends also ensures that the posters are
distributed in places outside Neuengamme, such as
subcamps, Dutch war cemeteries, and during

commemorations in Germany and the Netherlands.

The provision of information and offering of

Since early 2024, practical assistance with designing
a memorial poster has also been part of our duties. This
information and practical assistance are not

reserved solely for those affiliated with our
organization as Friends, but apply to any surviving
relative who wishes to create (or have created) a
poster design. Those who do not have the means to
create a poster design themselves can call upon the
Circle of Friends for assistance. A design will then be
created in close consultation with you, using the
photos, documents, information, etc., that you provide
digitally. It is important that good, sharp scans of the

working material are made. A design will only be sent

to Neuengamme, once you have approved the
design. There are no costs associated with the

above practical assistance.

There are costs associated with having the acrylic
printing plate made from the design manufactured. In
recent years, these costs have consistently amounted
to 120 euros per printing plate.

For those affiliated with our foundation as Friends,
these costs are paid by our organization. Surviving
relatives who are not affiliated with our foundation as
Friends and who do not have the financial means to
bear the costs of the printing plate can indicate this
to us. In consultation with the German Working Group
'Ort der Verbundenheit', it will then be examined
whether (part of) the printing plate can be paid for

from Neuengamme. So please be sure to contact us!

During our recent trip to Neuengamme in May 2025, |
struck up a conversation with André Bernard. Since

the very beginning of 'Ort der Verbundenheit', André
has been making the acrylic printing plates used to print
the memorial posters at his company, WeLovelLaser in
Bardowick, less than 30 km from the Neuengamme
Concentration Camp Memorial. His presence at the
presentation of the new posters demonstrates an

enormous commitment to 'Ort der Verbundenheit'.

During our conversation, that commitment became
even clearer when he mentioned that he has been
making the printing plates for cost price (material
costs only and no labor costs) since the start of 'Ort
der Verbundenheit', and that he will continue to do so
for as long as 'Ort der Verbundenheit' exists. Partly
because of this, it is possible to keep the costs of
participation in 'Ort der Verbundenheit' low.

to keep as low as possible. The respectful way in
which André treats us as surviving relatives and/or
family members has deeply touched me and confirmed
to me once again that 'Ort der Verbundenheit' brings
people from different lands-

which truly brings them together and connects them,
regardless of origin or background. In a world of

uncertainty, this gives a warm and secure feeling.
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Each design is an individual
and unique representation
of the life of the former prisoner.

From design to poster —the process

Participating in 'Ort der Verbundenheit' is

a multi-step process:

That process begins with creating an A4-sized
poster design in Word on the computer, by or for
surviving relatives. Each design is an individual and
unique representation of the former prisoner's life.
Photos, documents, letters, drawings, quotes, and
biographical data can be used in the design.
However, space is limited, meaning choices must be
made. It is also important that all elements used are
interconnected and that the design is balanced. To
create such a design, it is best to use the comprehensive

manual that we

can send it to you via email. If you the herein

If you follow the advice given, the chance is greatest that
your poster design is also technically sound, so that
beautiful prints can be made.

made.

Once your design is ready, please send it to me. |

will review it, suggest any necessary changes, and

then send it to Neuengamme. For the further process

in Neuengamme, | am in close contact with the

German Working Group and, where necessary, keep

surviving relatives informed.

In the months of February and March, all newly
arrived designs from various countries are
processed at Neuengamme in preparation for the
laser process.

A frame is also placed around each individual
design, containing the name and year of birth and
death of the prisoner concerned.

Therefore, you do not necessarily have to
include this data in your design.

The edited files are returned to me for review and,

after approval, are

'Posters Ort der Verbundenheit' (Photo Johan Schoo)



Machine Translated by Google

10

Neuengamme Magazine | October 2025

ring, sent via Neuengamme to André's laser

company, after which he makes the printing plates.

The finished printing plates are collected in Neuengamme

and are then almost ready for use. Finally, all new
printing plates are carefully brushed to remove the
loose fragments of material created by the laser
process, and they are thoroughly cleaned with soap

and water and dried.

In preparation for the annual poster presentation

of 'Ort der Verbundenheit' in Neuen-

In early May, the Circle of Friends takes on the printing
of the Dutch memorial posters. These are printed well

in advance, because the paint must be completely

dry before the memorial posters can be pasted onto the
poster boards. Next of kin can indicate in advance which

paint color they prefer.

Following the annual poster presentation, where all
new posters are presented, surviving relatives can
put up their own pre-printed posters themselves. This

is often an emotional moment and for surviving
relatives

very valuable.

Group trip to Neuengamme

The Circle of Friends attaches great importance to
enabling surviving relatives who have created a

poster design to present their own poster, put it up, and

print a copy themselves for home.

Therefore, we organize an annual multi-day group trip
to Neuengamme in early May. In addition to the
various activities of

At 'Place of Connection’, guided tours of the former
camp grounds are also offered, we usually attend the
annual commemoration, and we visit other war-related
sites. For fellow travelers who wish to print a poster
themselves, | give a printing workshop where
participants learn how to print a memorial poster

using a printing plate.

Naturally, people take this self-printed poster home.

HETRESULTAAT MAG ER ZUN
4

Collage 'Ort der Verbundenheit' —

printmaking workshops through the years

This year we traveled with a particularly large
group. In the special edition of our Maga-zine that
you received in the summer, you could already read

about this in the travel report by Helga Fredriksen.

We are particularly grateful that Mr. Jan de

Muijnck was able to participate in this trip in the
presence of his wife, son, daughter-in-law, and two of

his grandchildren, and to present, install, and print the
memorial poster of his father, Abraham Floris de Muijnck,
together with his family. Jan passed away, entirely
unexpectedly, less than three months later. His life

was marked by the loss of his father, who died in

Neuengamme.

If you have questions about 'Ort der Verbundenheit'
following this article, or if you need help designing
a memorial poster, please contact Karin van Steeg via

email.

Would you like to stay informed about the latest
news regarding 'Ort der Verbundenheit' and travel?

of the Circle of Friends, then visit our website and follow

us on Facebook and LinkedIn.
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Pasting collage posters 2025

For information about 'Ort der Verbundenheit', email: karinvansteeg@vriendenkringneuengamme.nl
Website: www.vriendenkringneuengamme.nl

Facebook: www.facebook.com/VriendenkringNeuengamme
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/schng-vriendenkring-neuengamme/

11
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Battle of the
Atlantic

Ocean during
the Second

World War

by Ynskje Penning-van Staalduinen

declare war on Nazi Germany. Five days later, the
Wehrmacht stands before Warsaw. The

Stalin's Russian Red Army takes over the other hell

of Poland. The Brien will Poland

help, but are not ready for war. A twilight war emerges.

The Battle of the Atlantic

On September 3, 1939, the British liner SS Athenia
sails from Great Britain to Montreal with about 1,400
passengers on board. The captain receives a report of

the outbreak of war and decides to increase speed,

maintain a zigzag course, and extinguish the ship's

Ynskje Penning-van Staalduinen lights.
Poland The German submarine U-30 under command
On September 1, 1939, Nazi Germany invaded Poland. Dant Lemp mistakes the ship for an enemy
Great Britain imposed an ul- on Hitler auxiliary cruiser with troops on board and torpedoes
ulmatum: his armies must have withdrawn from the Athenia without any warning.
Poland by September 3. Hitler turns a deaf ear. The There are 112 deaths, including 28 Americans.
ulmatum passes, and Great Britain can do nothing The Athenia transmits an SOS message, indicating

12 but that the Athenia is an ordinary passenger
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The ship is mainly with women and children on board.

Churchill condemns this action by the Germans and

calls it an inhuman violation of the laws of war.

With the torpedoing of the Athenia, Lemp fired the
opening shot for the Battle of the Atlantic, which
would last six years, bring Great Britain virtually to its
knees, sink many thousands of cargo, passenger, and
naval vessels to the bottom of the ocean, and cost the

lives of some 70,000 to 100,000 Allied sailors.

A German submarine (U-boat) of U-boat Class VI

U-boats
Admiral D6nitz had 57 U-boats in 1939.

of which 23 can reach the Western Approaches (the sea
west of Great Britain).

The journey there is life-saving for a U-boat.

It is dangerous and takes about 6 days. All straits
between the islands are closely monitored by the Royal
Navy. During the day, the Brien hunt for U-boats,

which are forced to lie on the bottom of the North

Sea. At night, they sail on the surface to recharge

their batteries and navigate between the northern
islands to the Western Approaches, their hunting

ground.

The Netherlands

In 1939, as a result of prolonged budget cuts, the
Royal Netherlands Navy possessed only 111 naval

vessels for the defense of Dutch coastal waters.

The Dutch government is neutral and thinks

that the war will pass the Netherlands by, just like
during WWI. Denmark, Norway, and Sweden think so
too.

But the threat is increasing. The Dutch government
begins to worry and takes a number of measures as a
precaution. Part of the gold reserves is shipped to
England. The government tries to acquire military

equipment, but they are too late.

On August 28, 1939, the mobilisation was declared.

Western Europe

On April 9, 1940, the German Wehrmacht overran
Denmark in a Blitzkrieg in a single day and occupied
Norway.

On May 10, Hitler invades the Netherlands,

Belgium, and France. The Queen and the Dutch
government flee to Great Britain.

Roerdam is bombarded and General Winkelman must
sign the surrender. Before that happens, he orders

all ships of the Navy, Merchant Marine, and Fishing

Vessels to leave the country as quickly as possible
and cross over to

Great Britain and to report there for

further orders. Winkelman wants to prevent this.

that the Dutch ships fall into the hands of the enemy.

The Dutch naval fleet is small due to all the budget
cuts and neutrality principles.

But opposed to that stands a truly very impressive
passenger, merchant, and fishing fleet, one of the

largest in the world. About 800-

1,000 Dutch merchant and passenger ships sailed

around the world in May 1940 or had escaped the

Germans on the orders of General Winkelman.

Of the large fishing fleet (approximately 1,000 vessels),
only 5 percent see a chance of getting out of the
Netherlands. The hell of these 50 Dutch fish-

Sergeants' ships are converted into auxiliary
minesweepers and fall under the Royal Navy. Throughout
the war, these fishermen perform heroic work using
simple means. Several ships and crews do not

survive the minesweeping. The other hell of the
fishermen fishes around the Brien.

to provide with food.

13
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The entire exiled Dutch merchant and fishing fleet is
compulsorily deployed for the Allied struggle. Compulsory
service is instituted almost immediately after the

outbreak of the war: every seaman under the age of 60

is required to sail for the duration of the war.

The sanctions on the ship are severe. The

organization of the merchant ships falls into the hands

of the Netherland Shipping and Trading Commission (the
Shipping), established for this purpose, which, in
consultation with the Brien, determines where the

Dutch ships are deployed. All ships are fitted with
cannons and anti-aircraft guns, staffed mostly by

British gunners.

The passenger ships are being converted into armed

troop transport ships.

Great Britain

Great Britain imports large quantities of goods monthly,
including all oil, most raw materials, and half of the
food. England is therefore entirely dependent on
imports from Europe, but Europe is occupied, and so
Great Britain is forced to import all necessary goods
from America and Canada. About 2,500 merchant ships

bring everything in. Also the Dutch freight-

Ships are deployed for this purpose.

The Battle of the Atlantic revolves around the lifeline to
Great Britain, is the longest and hardest campaign of
the Second World War, and will last six years
uninterrupted. Hitler believes that all those merchant
ships must be destroyed. He deploys the Hocksee of
indestructible battleships and the 57 U-boats, 23 of

which can reach far into the Atlantic.

The goal is for the Nazis to torpedo more ships full of
food and supplies than the Allies can build in terms of new

ships. The price is Great Britain.

Whoever loses this battle loses the war!

Churchill is very aware of this. He says: The Battle of the
Atlantic dominates the entire war. We can never forget for
even a single moment that everything that happens

elsewhere,

on land, at sea or in the air, fully aanke-lijk is van
dezeresultaat.

German pirate ships, warships, and U-boats hunt
lone merchant vessels. A merchant ship stands no
chance against these warships and is sunk without

mercy.

The British government is taking measures to protect
the merchant fleet as effectively as possible during
the crossing of the Atlantic Ocean. Patrolling

warships of the Royal Navy are closing off the straits
between Scotland, the Orkneys, the Shetlands, the Faroe
Islands, and Iceland as effectively as possible.
Surveillance is also being carried out in the Denmark
Strait, the 400-kilometer-wide strait between Greenland
and Iceland.

This means that it is virtually impossible for large
German warships to reach the Atlantic Ocean. And

for U-boats.

It is becoming increasingly difficult to reach their hunting
grounds west of Great Britain.

A Fairey Swordfish takes off from most likely a

Dutch Merchant Aircraft Carrier.

Lorient

After the Netherlands and Belgium, France also
surrendered. Admiral Donitz moved the headquarters

of his U-boats to Lorient on the southern coast of Brittany.
In Lorient, Brest, and Saint-Nazaire, the Germans

began the construction of indestructible concrete U-boat
bunkers.

The distance is much shorter; they can sail much further
into the Atlantic Ocean! Their battlefield has expanded
enormously. At the beginning of the war, U-boats operate

as lonely wolves and attack lone merchant ships.
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Convoy navigation

The Allies are increasingly moving in convoys

sailing.

Convoy navigation is an old, proven system from
World War | and is based on the idea that not all ships
will sink in an attack.

A number will still manage to reach their destination.

Churchill: The Power of Large Numbers.

The British Home Fleet is deployed to drive off
the enemy and protect the convoys, so that a constant

flow of goods across the Atlantic Ocean can reach
Great Britain.

reaches.

Donitz's answer to convoy shipping is: Wulfpacks .
Donitz wants his U-boats to hunt convoys in groups.
The Wulfpacks, led by young, aggressive, and
innovative U-boat commanders, lie in along line
from north to south in the middle of the Atlantic

Ocean, waiting and warning each other.

via the radio if one of them intercepted a convoy
covers. Then the net closes. The first Wulf-
Packtacek is a huge success. German U-boats sink 12

merchant ships within two days. A record.

Allied convoy and escort

Murmansk convoys

The Soviet Union is pro-German. Stalin concluded an
agreement with Hitler in 1939. Together, they occupied
and partitioned Poland in 1940. At Hitler's request,
Stalin sent large quantities of iron ore and oil to Nazi

Germany to support the war.

But in the summer of 1941, the Wehrmacht falls

enters the USSR with 4 million troops. The poorly armed
Red Army is pushed back to within sight of Moscow.
Stalin panics and locks himself in his dacha . After a
week, he regains his composure and joins the Allied
camp.

The Red Army must be armed and supplied, otherwise
it stands no chance against the Wehrmacht. From
August 12, 1941, until the end of the war in May 1945,
PQ convoys sailed to Murmansk and Arkhangelsk

with food and, above all, war matériel.

The first Murmansk convoys proceed without incident,
until the Germans realize what is happening right

alongside the pack ice, right under their noses.

The Germans have constructed airstrips along the
Norwegian coast and at the North Cape and stationed
long-range bombers for patrol flights far out to sea.
The pilots relay Allied ship movements to Admiral
Donitz. In the Norwegian orbit, German battleships
with their escorts are ready to attack convoys in the

Atlantic Ocean.

Hitler sends them together with U-boats the North-

look out onto the Arctic Ocean to attack and destroy
the Murmansk convoys.
Despite all the attacks, convoy traffic to Murmansk
continues unabated.
The USSR is supplied with 18,500 aircraft, 4,800 anti-
aircraft guns, 5,800 anti-tank guns, 11,000 scout cars4

, 467,000 freight-
Gens, 344,000 field telephones, 12,500 tanks, 4,250 anti-
tank guns, 240,000 machine guns, 53,000 jeeps,
345,000 motorbikes, 2,400 Bren Carriers, 4,300,000
tons of foodstuffs, 350,000 tons of explosives, industrial
machinery, and 15 million pairs of army crates.

Without these goods, the USSR could not have defeated
Hitler.

Cover

In the spring of 1943, the nadir of the Battle of the
Atlantic was reached. The inhabitants of Great Britain
were starving to death.

Some Brien want Churchill to end the war and start
surrender negotiations.

But in the spring of 1943, the om- also takes place

15
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German battleship Tirpitz lying in the Kafjord (Norway)

battle takes place. Bletchley Park manages to break
the Enigma Code 5 with the four rotors, allowing the
Allies to know exactly where the U-boats are located.
MAC ships with 5 to 7 aircraft on board sail along
increasingly often, ensuring the convoys have air
protection during the entire crossing. Men like
Commander Walker and Commander Maclinty-re
make a major contribution to the fight against U-boats

through entirely new attack tactics.

to develop. Technical inventions are being developed

and applied at a rapid pace.

The Allies gain the advantage. By mid-1944, on average,

one U-boat goes down for every one ship. But the
threat remains. Naval battles continue until the end of

the war, with U-boats sinking ships.

Conclusion
During the six-year Bale of the Atlan-

¢ More than 3,500 Allied ships are sunk. 70,000—
100,000 Allied sailors perish. Over 21 million tons of

goods are lost at sea.

Tankers are a favorite target of U-boats. About 600
tankers are lost. Of the 94 Dutch Shell tankers seized,
34 were sunk. Of the 800-1,000 Dutch merchant
ships, 400 went down. Of the 24,000 Dutch crew
members, 5,200 perished. The Netherlands lost 44
percent of its merchant fleet, the Norwegians 40

percent, and the British 60 percent.

After the capitulations in May 1945, D6nitz ordered
the 43 U-boats at sea to cease all operations and
surrender. In August, the last Sea Wolf reported to a
port. Of the 830 U-boats, the Allies sank 783 at a loss
of 38,000 people.

the Kriegsmarine.

The contribution of the Dutch navy, and especially
of the merchant and fishing fleets, to our liberation is
significant. The dedication of the crews and their

vessels is impressive.

Ynskje Penning-van Staalduinen is a historian

and writer, and a regular contributor to Geschiedenis
Magazine. She worked for 12 years on the trilogy
*Overleven* (Surviving), the fortunes of seven Dutch
marines in WWII. Her father is one of these marines;
he sailed across the Atlantic Ocean as a courier for
secret Allied government mail throughout the

entire Second World War and survived. The six

Other marines become scattered across the world and
are deployed on various fronts. In the books, she
explains the background of the Second World War in

passages printed in blue.

Her grandfather Meindert Siebesz Meindertsma and
her uncle Niek Bosker perished in the Neuengamme

concentration camp. Both her mother's and her

father's families were in dire straits.

in the resistance.

1 A wolfpack is a group of submarines that works together
in a coordinated manner to attack Allied convoys.

2 A dacha (Russian: yyyy) is a typical Russian country
house, usually located in the countryside, that is
primarily used as a summer residence by city dwellers.
It is an important part of Russian culture and lifestyle.

3 The PQ convoys were Allied cargo ships that
during the Second World War sailed via a dangerous
route through the Arctic Ocean to supply the Soviet
Union with weapons, vehicles, and other military
goods.

4 A scout car is alightly armored military vehicle
that is specifically designed for reconnaissance tasks.
They are intended to quickly and discreetly gather
information about enemy positions, terrain conditions,

or other tactical elements — without engaging in direct combat.

5 The Enigma code refers to the encrypted messages
that were generated by the Enigma machine, an
electromechanical device used by Nazi Germany
during World War Il to keep military communications
secret.
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The complete 26-page article was provided by Lisan Koppenol. This has been shortened
and edited for our Magazine. From the total of 28 victims discussed in the full article,
space has been made in this shortened story for victims with a clear connection to KZ

Neuengamme.

The editorial team

The monument
IN Westbroek

For many years, a memorial monument has stood next to the

Dutch Reformed Church in Westbroek, featuring the coats of arms

of Westbroek and Achttienhoven on either side. In the center, the names

of young men who perished during the war years 1940—-1945 can be read.
Names to mention again (...). Young men with ideals, with their shortcomings.

Men with dreams, with a family. Ordinary men, from the neighborhood.

The bricks hold each other firmly, the names are clearly legible, but

the stories are falling into oblivion.

The monument

After the liberation, a white cross was placed next to
the Reformed Church in memory of the fallen. The

municipality of Westbroek made a grave available for
five soldiers killed on May 5th, which the War Graves

Foundation has been caring for ever since.

From May 4, 1946, an annual procession took place
Commemoration 1957 (Photo: Theo Schouten) from the Nutsgebouw (now Rehoboth) via the

churchyard to the monument, where people observed

The history of Westbroek and Achenhoven during two minutes of silence. In May 1950, it is

the Second World War and the stories of the names cross replaced by the current war monument, designed
on the monument reflect the great story of WWII: the by the Utrecht architect H. Gassenaar. The monument
swarming, the resistance, the deportations of Jews consists of a

and political prisoners, the raids, the terror, the hunger Brick memorial wall with 3 plaques. The municipal

coats of arms of Westbroek (left) and Achenhoven
In this bay window you will find the history of the (right) are displayed on the side walls.
monument and the stories of 5 of the total The middle and largest plaque lists the names of

21 victims of war violence. resistance fighters, members of the 17
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Home Guard and a post-war conscript. The left plaque
commemorates 5 civilian victims, while the right
bears the names of 4 Dutch people who were arrested

and died elsewhere, with 5 stars below.

How the monument came into being and which

The considerations involved in the choice and

arrangement of the names are not easy to trace. The

municipal archive of Westbroek contains a letter in
which the central office is informed that a local
committee has been installed for the municipalities

of Westbroek and Achenhoven.

The chairperson of this committee is Ms.
Huydecoper van Maarsseveen, wife of the Mayor.
Secretary Mrs. Vedder-Hennipman, Widow, and
Treasurer Miss W. de Kruij. It may be assumed that
this committee, via the Provincial Committee of

Utrecht, was involved in the erection of the monument.

A white cross (Photo: Theo Schouten)

The names

There are 21 people on the monument; 20 with a name
and 1 with five spp. We divided them (arbitrarily) into a
number of categories. Of these 21 victims, the

story of a group with a connection to KZ

Neuengamme is told (see box next to this).

Teunis van Barneveld (Teus)

Teus was born on August 4, 1918, in Achenhoven, the
son of cattle farmer Teunis van Barneveld and

Hilligje Kemp. The family lived at Kerkdijk 71 in
Achenhoven, the
current Dr. Welerweg.
Teus was a casualty
worker and a member
of the

resistance. During the
war, he was in

hiding in Westbroek,
where several books

racing sons themselves

Installation letter Huydecoper van Maarseveen.

18 RHC Vecht en Venen held sureties. Teus van Barneveld
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Resistance fighters killed in concentration camps - T. (Teus) van

Barneveld, *04-08-1918 - 123-11-1944, in Kdo. Husum-Schwesing, Neuengamme - H. (Henk)
Seldenrijk, *26-03-1923 - 130-11-1944, in Kdo. Husum-Schwesing, Neuengamme - G. (Gijs) de
Rooij, *10-12-1923 - 108-03-1945, in Bergen-Belsen, Member of the

Utrecht Resistance Group, tortured and executed

- TO (Teus) Oudhof, *27-03-1920 - 127-09-1944, in Fort De Bilt

Murdered during the raids on January 14, 1945 - JB

(Jan) Lenssinck, *10-04-1912 - 114-01-1945, in Westbroek - (Joop)
van der Tol, *05-03-1924 - 114-01-1945, in Westbroek Arrested,

deported, and perished during the Arbeitseinsatz - JB (Jan) Hildebrand,
*08-08-1924 - 129-03-1945, in Frankfurt am Main - J. (Joannes) Bolander,

*11-01-1919 - 104-04-1945, in Neubrandenburg

- E. (Evert) Klein, *23-03-1915 - 116-04-1945, in Vienna

- JB (Jan) Atteveld, *19-10-1921 - 119-01-1946, in Kaunas, Lithuania.

Killed on the tragic 5 May 1945 in Westbroek

- L. (Leen) van Dam, *09-12-1914 - 105-05-1945, in Achttienhoven

- W. (Willem) de Kruij, *10-10-1920 - 105-05-1945, in Achttienhoven

- M. (Minne) Bouma, *29-07-1920 - 105-05-1945, in Westbroek

-JG (Jan) Oudhof, *05-12-1902 - 105-05-1945, in Westbroek

- M. (Marinus) van de Boom, *01-11-1920 - t05-05-1945, in Westbroek
- T. (Teunis) van Keulen, *27-01-1915 - 105-05-1945, in Westbroek

- C. (Cees) Smaling, *18-08-1902 - 105-05-1945, in Westbroek -

LM (Benno) Jaarsma, *20-01-1923 - 105-05-1945, in Westbroek,

- HC (Henk) Manten, *05-09-1922 - 105-05-1945, in Westbroek

Killed in action during the police actions

- WG (Wim) Verheul, *21-11-1926 - 108-01-1949, in Kediri, Indonesia

© wetin Pematang Siantar Indonesia

A Jewish family from The Hague, who fled to
Westbroek in 1943, found shelter with various
families. The father kept a diary of the period in hiding,
with obscured names for safety reasons. In it, Teus
van Barneveld is mentioned as one of the family's

helpers who survived the ordeal.

On the night of August 14 to 15, 1944, Teus was
arrested for illegal work and taken to the camp.

He was taken to Amersfoort, where he stayed from
August 17 to September 8. He was

assigned camp number 5372 there. Although the
initial plan was to deport him to the Sachsische Werke
in Bohlen, an outer camp of Buchenwald, this was

not carried out. On September 8, he was sent to
Neuengamme after all. Here he was assigned camp
number 49411.

Subsequently, he was sent to the Husum-
Schwesing camp, one of the satellite camps of
Neuengamme. The prisoners dug anti-tank ditches
for the construction of the Friesenwall defenses
against the feared Allied landings on the North Sea
coast. Living conditions there were extremely

harsh, with long working days and hunger. Teus died
on November 23, 1944, at the age of 26 from
dysentery.

His death was registered by the civil registry on
November 22, 1946.

Achenhoven. It was not until 1960 that his remains
were identified by the War Graves Commission in
cooperation with the French excavation service.
On August 15, 1960, Teus was reburied at the
honorary cemetery in Loenen in the presence of

family. 19
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Teus is mentioned in the Neuengamme

Camp Memorial Book, which is preserved and
displayed in the Chapel at the War Cemetery
in Loenen. He is also listed on the monument
at the entrance to the Husum-Schwesing
Concentration Camp Memorial.

Hendrik Seldenrijk (Henk)

Henk was born on March 26, 1923, in
Achenhoven, the son of Goris Seldenrijk, a
cattle farmer, and Niesje Schoenmaker. The
family lived at Kerkdijk 22 in Achenhoven.
Henk was a cattle farmer, in hiding, and a
member of the resistance. On the night of
August 14-15, 1944, he was arrested for
forced labor (Arbeitseinsatz) and suspected
of illegal work. On August 18, he was
transferred to Camp Amersfoort, where he
was assigned camp number 5565. There is a
document showing that Henk was originally
scheduled to be deported to the Sachsische

November 1944 in Husum-Schesing at the age

of 21, died of pneumonia.

His death was registered in Achenhoven on

November 22, 1946. Correspondence between
the family and the War Graves Commission

regarding the identity and the transfer of

Henk to the War Cemetery in Loenen has

been preserved, but the identity was not conclusive.

He is buried at the Osriedhof in Husum, in a

mass grave for victims who were not identified.

could be ceerd.

Henk is listed in the Memorial Book of

Camp Neuengamme that is in the Chapel on the
The war cemetery at Loenen is preserved and exhibited.
stated. He is also on the plaque of the
Ostkirchhof in Husum and on the monument

at the entrance of the KZ-Gedenkstde Husum-
Schwesing.

Gijsbertus de Rooij (Gijs)

Werke in Bohlen, an outer camp of Buchenwald, orGispies tber i, drd Dk deunt bleis 1 1988t ke place.
On September 8, 1944, he was transported to
Neuengamme along with 1,163 fellow prisoners.
There he was given camp number 49399 and
deployed to the Husum-Schwesing subcamp,
where he worked on the Friesenwall. Due

to the poor conditions, Henk died on the 30th.

Maartensdijk, as the son of Gijsbertus de

Rooij and Elizabeth van Hoegee. The family

lived at Achterweteringseweg 73 in Maartensdijk.
In 1941, Gijs moved to Langegracht 34 in
Maarssen. As a baker's assistant, he too was
arrested on that night of August 15 for the Ar-
beitseinsatz and on suspicion of illegal work.

On August 18, 1944, he was taken to

Camp Amersfoort, the 'Polizeiliches Durch-
gangslager Amersfoort' (PDA), where he

was assigned camp number 5564. On
September 8, 1944, he was put on a transport to Neuengamm
It is no longer possible to ascertain how long

he stayed there or when he might have been
transferred to another camp, but he

eventually ended up in Bergen-Belsen.
Bergen-Belsen was a large prisoner-of-

war and concentration camp in Germany,

where more than 70,000 people perished

during the Second World War. The camp

was located 60 kilometers northeast of

Hanover, near Celle, on the southern edge

of the Luneburg Heath. Bergen-Belsen had a
large hospital and was used as a convalescent home from 1

20 Henk Seldenrijk (Photo: Wout van Winssen) to take in people who are no longer able
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Gijs de Rooij (Photo: Wout van Winssen)

were for work and for evacuees from concentration
camps in the east.

Although Bergen-Belsen had no gas chambers, the
conditions were terrible. Overcrowding led to
disease, and countless deaths occurred due to
malnutrition and purging.

Between January and April 1945 alone, approximately
35,000 people served.

Bergen-Belsen was liberated by the Brien on April

15, 1945. The camp was subsequently razed to the
ground and burned down due to the risk of infestation
by typhus and lice. The last barracks were burned

on May 24, 1945, in the presence of the former
prisoners. However, Gijs died on March 8, 1945, at

the age of 20, and did not live to see the liberation.

Gijs is listed in the Memorial Book of
Camp Bergen-Belsen that in the Chapel on the
The war cemetery at Loenen is preserved and exhibited.

stated

Jacob Kramer (Job)

Jacob was born on October 6, 1923, in Maartensdijk,
the son of Aris Kramer, owner of a transport company
and sand and gravel business, and Elbertje van
Bloemendaal. The family lived at Eikensteeg 1 in
Maartensdijk. Job, as he was called, worked as a truck
driver in the family business. In 1943, he was

called up for the Arbeitseinsatz, but was still

allowed to attend his parents' 25th wedding
anniversary in October. After this celebration, he
decided to go into hiding. His father considered it

too risky to remain on Eikensteeg and

arranged hiding places with family in Maartensdijk,
Garderen, and finally Puen. In Puen, Job stayed with

his uncle and aunt on Staonsstraat.

On October 1, 1944, he was arrested along with

four uncles and his cousin Aalt Arendse, as well as
658 other men from Puen. This was

areprisal by the Germans following an attack by the
resistance on Wehrmacht soldiers on the night of
September 30 to October 1. Job was transferred to
Camp Amersfoort, where he was given camp number
8293.

On October 11, 1944, he was sent by train to the
Neuengamme concentration camp.

On October 11, 1944, over 1,400 prisoners left Camp
Amersfoort, including men who had been rounded up
during the Puen raid. In Neuengamme, Job was

assigned camp number 56918 as a political prisoner.

On February 20, 1945, Jacob died in the Neuengamme
concentration camp at the age of 21. Cousin Aalt
returned to Puen, as one of the few, together with

only 47 other survivors.

NL PUTTEN RAZZIA 1944

JACOS ZAT ONDERGEDOKEN BLJ ZLIN OOM EN TANTE IN DE
STATIONSSTRAAT N PUTTEN MAAR WERD OPGEPAKT.
HL BEHOORDE TOT DE GROEP GLITELAARS,

i ZLIN NEEF AALT ARENDSE IS 00K WEGGEVOERD.

etrmoes W het
Higens, G vt ol o bew

| optog g

Jacob Kramer

Poster 'Ort der Verbundenheit' Jacob Kramer

21
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venden. On October 13, 1950, Job's death was

registered with the civil registry in Maartensdijk.

Job is mentioned in the Neuengamme Camp

Memorial Book, which is preserved and on display in
the Chapel at Loenen National Cemetery of Honor.

He is also commemorated in the Memorial Room at the
Little Woman of Puen and in the House of Remembrance

in Neuengamme.

Bernhard Ludwig Monshouwer (Ben)

Ben was born on August 16, 1921 in Amsterdam as
the son of shop assistant Gerardus.

Jan Dirk Monshouwer and Anna Margaretha

Elisabeth de Vries. He lived with his mother at
Spoorlaan 44 in Hollandsche Rading, as his father

had died in 1937. Ben worked as an insurance agent at
the PZV at Bergweg 8 in Amersfoort. On November 27,
1943, he was arrested as a person in hiding for forced
labor (Arbeitseinsatz). He arrived at Camp Amersfoort
on December 4, 1943, where he was given camp number
4014. On September 8, 1944, he was transported to
the Neuengamme concentration camp. Here, as a
political prisoner, Ben received ared triangle and

camp number 48806.

He arrived at the Husum-Schwesing camp on
September 25, 1944. Later, on December 24, 1944, he
was transferred to Buchenwald, where he was given
camp number 92596. Eventually, Ben was sent to an
outer camp in Wansleben near Halle, where forced

laborers were employed in the war industry.

What happened to Ben afterwards remains unclear.
Presumably, he witnessed the liberation by the
Americans on April 11, 1945, but was seriously ill.
After that, all trace is lost. In De Zwerver no. 34 of
August 24, 1946, an appeal, no. 700, with a photo,

for information is published, which ends with “he was

still alive at the time of the liberation”.

The Red Cross reported April 11, 1945, as the probable
date of death, while the Ministry of Justice determined
his death to be May 31, 1945, albeit based on
assumptions. He was only 23 years old. In 1951,

Ben's death was

officially registered on 31
May 1945 in the death register
of the municipality of

Maartensdijk.

Ben is listed in the

Buchenwald Memorial Book,
which is preserved and exhibited-

Ben Monshouwer

is situated in the Chapel at

Loenen National Cemetery (Photo: De Zwerver)

of Honor.

This article was
produced based on source research on the internet
(Oorlogsgravenschng, Traces of
War, Arolsen Archives, Online Museum De Bilt, Pieter
Dekker of the Schng Vriendenkring Neuengamme, etc.),
in newspapers (especially de Vierklank), and in
literature, such as our own St. Maerten. In addition, the
National Archives and the RHC Vecht en Venen were

visited for vericae based on

original sources. Furthermore, indications and postscripts
were used from older Westbroek
residents, Karien Schol-ten, Kees
Dorresjn, Douwe Tijsma and many
others. The full list of sources can

be found herel or scan the

QR code.

1 https://www.historischeverenigingmaartensdijk.nl/histo-

rie-van-maartensdijk/verhalen-van-maartensdijk/alle-artike-len-in-st-
maerten
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Digital
V]

On the website of the Schng Vriendenkring
Neuengamme, you will find the Digital Monument
for the victims of the Neuengamme concentration
camp and the more than 90 subcamps that fall
administratively under Neuengamme in the selection
menu. The monument is an initiative of the Schng
Vriendenkring Neuengamme in collaboration with the
Oorlogsgravenschng.

The monument is filled with, among other things,
data from the Vriendenkring database.

On the Digital Monument, you will find a manual on
how to search for people, how to make your own

contribution, and how to read certain information.

Upon joining the board of the Vrien-denkring in 2023,
in addition to my duties for the secretariat, | also
had the task of

nument

by Pieter Dekker

| have taken on the maintenance of the Digital
Monument. It is an impressive monument with a lot of
information about the Dutch slaughter.

survivors of the Neuengamme concentration camp
and its subcamps (AufRenlager): not only men, but
also women and a number of children. In recent
years, various emails have been received containing
guestions, comments, correspondence, and stories
about the victims mentioned on the Digital Monument.
These came not only from surviving relatives, but
also from researchers, authors, and interested

parties.

As far as | know, the exact number of Dutch people
who have been in Neuengamme is not precisely known.
In the museum in Neuengamme, an overview map of
victims from Europe who were in Neuengamme

indicates that

Digitaal Monument

Digital Monument

23
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Map of Neuengamme victims from various countries (Neuengamme Museum)

there are 6,600 men and 250 women from the Netherlands need to be searched for and supplemented.

have been in the camp.

5,598 names are listed in the Vriendenkring
database. | do not (yet) know how many
names are included in the Digital
Monument. Furthermore, whether all the
names mentioned were actually in
Neuengamme or one of the subcamps
requires further investigation. Another

This will be a major project, which will
certainly take some time to complete.

A decision must be made on how we should
deal with the names of victims who were 'at
fault' before their arrest and trans-

port to Neuengamme. Two years ago, the
request was received by the board to
provide the name of someone who had

question is whether the list of names is completevarious Jews arrested before his arrest.

The information listed on the monument

for each victim is not consistent. In most
cases, the name, date of birth, and place of
residence are mentioned. What is

mentioned varies: the date of arrest, the date
of arrival in Neuengamme, the date of

death, the place of burial/cremation, or
which camps the person was in.

The plan is to make the page layout the
same for everyone. Once this is done, the

missing information (if possible) will be added.

The information listed on the
monument for each victim is not
unambiguous.

In most cases, the name, date
of birth, and place of residence

have been mentioned.
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removal from the Digital Monument. The relatives of
these arrested individuals had great difficulty

finding that name on the monument. As the board,

we then provisionally decided to remove the name,

but simultaneously indicated that we would review

the policy we will adopt in such matters. One possibility
could be to leave the name in place, with a mention

of that person's past.

A difficult dilemma that must be handled carefully.
And possibly also a point for discussion to exchange

views on at the planned regional meetings.

In addition to changing the layout and adding data,

all the data already listed will also need to be checked.
Sometimes names are misspelled, birth dates are
incorrect, or there is other information that is listed
incorrectly. It is nice that emails regarding
correspondence arrive regularly. You can also help
check the data. Perhaps you could take a look at

your family on the Digital Monument or be-

knew and check whether the in- mentioned there

is the information correct. If this is not the case, please
let us know so that it can be adjusted immediately.
We also appreciate hearing from you if you are missing

any information. In this way, the Digital Monument
increasingly becomes a valuable document.

Many photos of the deported are still missing from
the Digital Monument. If you happen to have a photo
of your family member and would like to share it...

If you wish to share it on the monument, you can
upload the photo to the Digital Monument. In addition
to the photo of a victim, other photos and/or
documents are also welcome.

The Digital Monument is a valuable collection of
data. Properly maintaining and supplementing this
Dutch- with information

Landers who have been to Neuengamme are

important for future generations: 'Lest we forget.'

Stchting Neuengamme Nieuws Monument Contact

Agenda Media

Klaas Homan

Geboren 01-11-1916 in Ten Boer
~

Klaas van Keulen

Geboren 17-11-1922 in Pusten

Overleden: 27-11-1844 in m Aufienlager Meppen
Veruen

Gearresteend » Putten

Drees Klaagsen

Caboren 16111910 in Putten

Overleden: 21111984 in im AuBentager Ladelund.
Cesrresteend in Putte

Klaas Konlng

Geboren 20021921 in Warmenhuizen
Overleden: 25-02-1945 in Hamberg Blobe und
Vess, Arbeitslages

ol ol ol o

Hilbrand Klass Marcus de Jong
Ceboren 05111924 in Lesuwarden

Overleden: 23011945 i sn Hauptlager KZ
Nevengamme

Klass Harmen Kalsbeek

Geboren: 07-01-1912 in Heerenween.
Overledenc 01011945 m im Houptiages KZ
Heuengamme

-

Ceboren: 0501-1901 in Putten

Cearresteerd m Putten

-~

Willem Klaassen
Caboren: 2208 1922 in Lindhoven
Overleder: 25-11-1944 in Aurich Engerhafe.

Martious Klaassen
Geboren: 23-12- 1924 in Asel
Overleder: 07111944 in Schwesing, Engelsburg

Klaas Jan Kouw
Caoborem 02 OF 1H%2 in Armaterdam

Klaas Kromhout
Geboren: 02-11- 1923 in Boskoop.
Overleder: 17-03-1945 in KZ Wobbelin

~ ~

Much is still missing from the Digital Monument. 25
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Harderwijk City Museum Exhibition Special Bonds, April 18, 2025
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CPN AKTION - landelijke arrestatieactie - zomer 1941 arrestatieactie - zomer 1941

Van da 800 actieve of vermesnde communisten die werden
opgepakt bi| de CPN Aktion kwamen er snel 200 vrij.
De anderen bleven wolen i de

kampon net. Daan van Beek werd door de.
‘Nederlandse politie opgepakt
In de nacht van 24 op 25 juni
1941 bij de CPN Aktion.
A L Landalijh werden dia nacht
I SR en dagen daarna 600 mensen
werkverschaliing Van de 26 die.
Werilozen werden
verpacht om in ploogen v
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Light In
the dark

CAMP VUGHT, THE PHILIPS-
COMMANDO AND THE FATE OF

EDO AND LEX HORNEMANN

by Henk Vlieger

The establishment of Camp Vught The construction was financed with Jewish

In the summer of 1942, the German capital through the Roman Catholic Liro. When
Wirtschasverwaltungshauptamt (WVHA) ordered the first prisoners arrived in January 1943, the
the construction of a new concentration camp camp was not yet completed. They were forced
in the Netherlands. Camp Westerbork and to finish building the camp themselves: digging
Camp Amersfoort were overcrowded. The trenches, placing guard posts, and constructing
choice fell on Vught, near 's-Hertogenbosch, due barracks. The camp was 1 kilometer long and

to the good infrastructure and proximity to railway lin&&80 meters wide, with a capacity of 15,000 prisoners.
The camp was given the name Konzentrationslager During its existence, over 31,000 people were
Herzogenbusch, but became known in the imprisoned: Jews, resistance fighters, Roma
Netherlands as Camp Vught. and Sin, Jehovah's Witnesses, homosexuals,

black marketeers, and hostages. The death

rate in the camp was lower than in German

camps such as Dachau, but the deportations to
extermination camps made the stay deadly for
thousands nonetheless.

The Philips Commando: Industry inside

barbed wire

On Sunday morning, December 6, 1942, British
bombers carried out an attack on the Philips
factories in Eindhoven. The company supplied
important components for the German war
industry, and the production sites were scattered
throughout the city. Of the 93 aircraft that

28 Construction of Camp Vught, summer 1942  went into the sea, 14 did not return, but mili-
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Working for Philips in Camp Vught

From a distance, Operation Oyster was considered a
success: a large part of the factory complexes was
destroyed. For the inhabitants of Eindhoven,

however, the ace meant primarily a

Tragedy. Bombs that missed their target killed 138
civilians and severely damaged countless buildings,
including a hospital. Because the attack took place
shortly after the Sinterklaas celebration, it soon became

known as the 'Sinterklaas Bombardment'.

After the bombing, production lay dormant. The
German occupation, dependent on Philips products
such as radio tubes and transformers, insisted on an
alternative location. Frits Philips, who was the only
member of the management to remain in the
Netherlands, was asked to set up a workshop in Camp
Vught.

Philips agreed under strict conditions: the company
would retain leadership, the SS was not allowed

to interfere in the production process, and the prisoners
had to be treated humanely. Thus, in February 1943,
the

Special Workshop B677, better known as the Philips
Commando.

Eventually, over 3,100 prisoners worked in this
workshop, including 600 Jews. They manufactured
hand clamps, radio tubes, shavers, and transformers.
The workspaces were warm, music played, and the
prisoners received a hot meal daily: the so-called
Philiprak.

Sabotage and protection
Although the Philips Command supplied products to

the German war machine, the pro-

Camp Vught empty after evacuation

The Duce was inefficient and there was a lot of sabotage.

Radio tubes were soldered incorrectly, and crimp
switches developed minor defects. Philips tacitly
tolerated this sabotage. The company ultimately

suffered a loss of over 1 million guilders.

The workshop offered protection: prisoners were safe
from abuse, cold, and arbitrary treatment. The SS
was not allowed to enter the workshop, and highly
educated prisoners were placed in drawing

rooms and carpentry rooms without a direct function
for the profession. In June 1944, 496 Jewish

prisoners were deported to Auschwitz. Thanks to
their status as Fachar-beiter von Philips, 382 of them

survived the war.

Frits Philips: hero or collaborator?

The role of Frits Philips remains a subject of debate
to this day. Was his decision to open a workshop in
a concentration camp an act of collaboration, or an

attempt to save human lives?

The workshop offered
protection: prisoners were safe from
abuse, cold, and arbitrariness.

The SS was allowed the

Do not enter the workshop.

29
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Frits Philips in 1955

Supporters point to the protection he offered to
hundreds of prisoners. Philips made no profit, and Frits
Philips received the Yad Vashem Award (Righteous
Among the Nations) in 1996 for his efforts. Historian
Loe de Jong called it a “desperate attempt to save

at least the lives of some hundred Jews.” Critics

point out that the workshop produced parts for the
German war machine. Frits Philips himself later

called it “the most remarkable activity during the

German occupation.”

The Hornemann familyl

The Jewish Hor- family lived in Eindhoven.

Nemann: Father Flip worked at Philips, Mother Bets
took care of their sons Eduard (Edo) and Alexander
(Lex). When Flip was deported to Camp Vught in
1943, Bets decided, against

/

from left to right: Lex, Bets and Edo Hornemann, around 1940

to heed all advice, voluntarily following it with her
children, in the hope of finding protection through
Philips.

They ended up in the Philips Kommando, where the
boys were initially spared from abuse. After nine
months, deportation followed via Westerbork to
Auschwitz.

There, Bets died of typhoid fever and Flip during a

winter transport. Edo and Lex were left behind all
alone.

Medical experiments and murder

In Auschwitz, Edo and Lex ended up in a

barracks with slightly better conditions. Shortly
afterwards, they were transferred to Neuengamme,
a concentration camp near Hamburg.

There they were together with 18 other children
housed in a separate barracks where SS doctor Kurt
Heissmeyer conducted medical experiments on
tuberculosis.

On April 20, 1945, Hitler's birthday, he ordered all
traces of these crimes to be erased. Edo and Lex, along
with the other children, were taken to a school
building on Bullenhuser Damm. There they were

hanged in the basement and later cremated.

Pror pENE ERe M BERE daniaAag oy ad v oigof

COET ETOR R R A R dag
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»3 ===

Bullenhuser Damm

Reece and meaning

The Philips Commando in Camp Vught remains

an exceptional and complex chapter in Dutch war
history. It was the only instance in which a private
company was allowed to set up a workshop within a
concentration camp. That unique position entailed
not only practical consequences but also a moral

dilemma: was it an act

of collaborae, or a form of humanitarian protection?
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y David Koker, Diary from Vught (Van Gennep,
1977)

y Schng Hornemann House, “The story of
the Hornemann family”, hethornemannhuis.nl

y Jewish Monument, “Eduard Hornemann”,
joodsmonument.nl

y Bullenhuser Damm Memorial, “The 20
murdered children”, gedenkstaee-

bullenhuser-damm.de

y Vonderkwaer Eindhoven, “Commemoration of

the Hornemann brothers”, vonderkwaer.nl

Watchtowers and barbed wire; silent withnesses of Camp Vught

What the Philips Commando primarily shows is that
choices in wartime are rarely black and white. In a
world where ethics and survival sometimes contradict
each other, Philips chose a middle ground:
cooperation with conditions, production with
protection, and profit without profit-seeking. That
choice demonstrably saved hundreds of lives, but
remains a reminder of the dilemma of acting under

duress.

Sources
y Philips-Kommando, “Informae en
history”, philips-kommando.nl

¥ National Monument Camp Vught, “Camp Vught 1 See also the article in our special summer 2025 edition
and Philips”, nmkampvught.nl Neuengamme Magazine

Map of Camp Vught in bird's-eye view (BHIC, access no. 1591, inv. no. 455) 31
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Exhibition
Special tires

HARDERWIJK LIBERATED 80 YEARS AGO
HARDERWIJK CITY MUSEUM

by Karin van Steeg

It started with a small item in the Harderwijker Courant

in February 2024, which mentioned that Jeroen Joon,

the then acting mayor of Harderwijk, occasionally makes
spontaneous visits to residents of Harderwijk to get to know
them and talk to them about what is on their minds.

What a wonderful initiative, | thought as | read it. But |
didn't rate the chances of that honor falling to me very
highly. I was therefore delighted when | read

further on that residents of Harderwijk could also
take the initiative themselves to invite the mayor. |

took advantage of that opportunity immediately.

My idea was to speak with the mayor about the war
victims from Harderwijk who were in Neuengamme,
and | wanted to draw attention to my poster project of
'Ort der Verbundenheit' in particular and the Schng

Vriendenkring Neuengamme in general.

The application form for the mayor's visit was

quickly filled out and sent by email. Not long after, |

received confirmation that the mayor would be visiting
me. If | took care of the cow, he would bring

something tasty.

On May 22, 2024, at 10:45 a.m., the moment arrived.
Spt op jd, the doorbell rang, and a very spontaneous
and informal introduction followed, during which the
mayor indicated that he was dressed casually and

therefore preferred to be addressed by his first name.

‘nﬂnmm ’unnmm

2 me Mu-B w8

I atwachting van et keffiebezook van de Wat een fijn bezoek van Jeroen Joon,
burgemeester van Harderwifk burgemeester van Harderwik aan mijn adres.

Geweidig intiatief van hem om by mensen op
de koffie te gaan of le unchen!

Vol aandacht heeft hij geluisterd naar mgn
varhaal over het posterproject van O der
Verbundenheit

De boeken "Van naam tot nummer’ en Putten
na de razzia) flyers van Ort der Verbundenheit
én de list van corogssiachtoffers van
Harderwijk die in Neuengamme 7in geweest,
heeft i meegenomen

Hij 20w mijn verhaal meenemen in Zijn
bespreking over 80 jaw bovriding en naar zen
gemeenteraad.

Facebook posts from before and after the mayor's visit
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A great opportunity to

both Neuengamme, and
'Place of Connection' and

the Circle of Friends to the
attention of the people

to take.

We got to know each other over cow and a truly
delicious pastry. In preparation for the conversation, |
had made a list of war victims from Harderwijk, the

books 'Van naam tot nummer' and 'Puen’.

after the raid' and a memorial poster of 'Ort der
Verbundenheit' by Johannes Joseph Thomas was
laid out. Johan Thomas is one of the victims of the
Puen raid who lived in Harderwijk at the time. In
addition, a magazine and brochures from 'Ort der
Verbundenheit'.

Plenty to talk about, then. Jeroen's interest was very
great, and after he promised to do something with my

story, we parted warmly after an hour.

The ball is starting to roll.

Following Mayor Joon's commitment, | received an
email from Rik van Velzen in August 2024. He is a
member of the committee dealing with the

activities in the context of the 80th anniversary of the
liberation of Harderwijk.

On behalf of the committee and the municipality, | was
invited to contribute to an exhibition at the City
Museum in Harderwijk. A tremendous opportunity to
bring Neuengamme, 'Ort der Verbundenheit' (City of
Connection), and the Circle of Friends to the attention

of the public. | was eager to seize this opportunity!

In November 2024, an email followed from Sophie van
Steenderen, curator of the Harderwijk City Museum.
Together with the aforementioned Rik van Velzen, she
was tasked with curating the exhibition. In mid-

December, a first

exploratory conversation regarding her place in

the City Museum. Sophie showed me the space on the
ground floor where the exhibition would be on display.
That looked very promising!

After a very pleasant conversation, we agreed that |
would collect 'material’ suitable for exhibition, after

which a second meeting would be scheduled.

Prior to the conversation with Sophie, | had naturally
already thought about how to fill 'my' part of the
exhibition, and | had decided to use the memorial
poster and the printing plate of 'Ort der Verbundenheit'
by Johan(nes Joseph) Thomas as a starting point. As
aresident of Harderwijk who was deported during the

Puen raid, this seemed like a good choice to me.

| contacted Johan Thomas's daughter to inform her
of the planned exhibition, and she gave her full
cooperation by leaving me a folder with scans of
documents, letters, and original photographs. Johan
Thomas's pocket watch, which the family recovered
after the war, was also given a place in the exhibition,
as was the wedding ring, which | obtained through her

from Johan Thomas's granddaughter.

received a loan. This laid a first foundation for the

content of the exhibition.

Inventory and selection

What followed was going through all the documents

(several of which were already known to me) and

reading through the letters written in Camp Amersfoort.

The latter turned out to be quite a task due to the
shaky handwriting, but was at the same time
enormously 'fascinating’ because it provided firsthand
a

A picture was sketched of the situation in the

camp in October 1944,

The letters clearly show that sending and receiving
letters was strictly forbidden in Camp Amersfoort,
resulting in Bunker punishment if caught. But
apparently there were no contacts, inside and outside

the
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