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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

As | write this, it is Monday, February 23rd. Today is
the very last day | can work on this, because tomorrow
all the copy for this Magazine goes to Tekstmaatje for
athorough check. My calendar therefore reads:

Magazine copy deadline.

Today is also the day that the new Jeen cabinet will

stand on the steps of the parliament building. Newspapers

and other media are worrying about what will come of this re-

little can be expected. Is this government capable of
actually tackling and solving the complex problems
within our society? Or will The Hague lose itself in

internal suspicion and squabbles again this time, as

we have seen over the last two years?

It is mostly a lot of looking ahead and looking
back, but no one really knows. No one he

prior knowledge.

Tomorrow is February 24th. It has already been four
years since the Russian Federation, led by Vladimir
Vladimirovich Pun, decided to invade neighboring
Ukraine, resulting in a terrible war. The war that began
then had an enormous impact on the rest of the
European continent. People became aware of the threat
from the East and began cooperating better and more
intensively in the fields of security and defense,
supporting Ukraine with intelligence, weapons, and
money. Kriek was there too. Europe was, however,
very late with that support, because when Crimea
was annexed in 2014, Europe did nothing. Other
critics believe that Europe could better spend its
money on other matters. The fact is that at this
moment, we have absolutely no idea which direction
this war is heading. So | expect that tomorrow in the
media there will mainly be a lot of looking back at

the past and speculating about what might happen in
the future, but no one really knows. No one has

foreknowledge.

Yesterday, the Milan Winter Games concluded. For

the Netherlands, it was a great success with the best
result ever. No fewer than one gold, seven silver, and
three bronze medals led

to a unique third place in the medal standings.

The final TV broadcasts yesterday from Hilversum

and Milan were retrospectives full of heroism, emotion,

and national pride. Also stood

Let's start talking about the upcoming Winter
Games in Nice in 2030. Perhaps the Olympic speed
skating tournament in Thialf could be held in

Heerenveen. How wonderful that would be.
But there is no one who really knows. No one.

Hey, prior knowledge.
The nice thing is that the board of our beautiful
| have some information that you might consider prior
knowledge. On Saturday, February 21, we met Daniél
van Hemert in Utrecht. Daniél had put himself forward
(among others) as a candidate for the new
treasurer, thus succeeding Renzo de Muijnck. It was a
pleasant meeting, during which we all felt the necessary
‘click’ with each other. During the follow-up phone call
I had with Daniél, | was able to inform him that we
would love to see him as treasurer on our board.
Daniél accepted that offer with enthusiasm, so | can
inform you that he will be our new treasurer as of April
1, 2026. So, by the time you read this, he will have just

started. | now have about six weeks of prior knowledge.

knowledge behind him. How nice is that. Daniél will
introduce himself to you in detail in the autumn issue
of 2026. On behalf of you all: many thanks to

Renzo for all the years he was our treasurer, and a
warm welcome to Daniél. Wishing you many good

years.

Henk Vlieger

provider



Machine Translated by Google

Neuengamme Magazine | April 2026

Ontwerpt u ook een persoonlijke
gedenkposter voor uw familielid dat
in Neuengamme is geweest?

Zo helpt u mee Ort der
Verbundenheit te laten groeien en
blijven de namen van de slachtoffers
genoemd.

Nieuwsgierig geworden?

Neem voor meer informatie over en
hulp bij het maken van een
posterontwerp contact op via

karinvansteeg@vriendenkringneuengamme.nl
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Friends Contact Day
November 29, 2025

by Henk Vlieger

As board members, we had gathered early at 'De Hoeve

van Nunspeet' to set everything up for the Friends' Contact
Day, test the technology, and fine-tune the final details. That
turned out to go quite quickly, as the hotel staff had neatly
prepared and set up everything we needed.

The main goal of this day was to engage in dialogue

with one another and gather comments and feedback
that could serve as a basis for

new policy goals. But above all, it had to
this day to be cozy and a feeling of coming home-

to call upon.

After everyone had finished with cow and tea for-

to see, the day was opened and the program explained.
First of all, the members of the board introduced
themselves (once again) to the Friends, by using one
or more photos that showcased their personality

and involvement with the

Welcome and explanation of the day
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characterized Schng. Then it was the Friends' turn.
They had been asked to also bring a photo of
themselves

and were able to explain their involvement with the
Schng. The result was a wonderful and intensive

conversation at all tables, which was actually too short.

After this, we really got to work. The goal of this

day was to provide the board with points of contact.

6 Involved Friends in conversation
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Farewell to llse Tunen-de Groot

to provide insight into the policy to be pursued. It had

to become clear what the strengths were—and thus policy
that needed to be continued—and where improvement
was needed—and thus policy adjustments. To clarify

this, the board had prepared four questions with

which the Friends set to work in groups.

At the end of each round there was a central

closing session where the group conclusions were

shared with all attendees.

It was very clear that the Friends

greatly appreciate the trips that are
organized.

The conclusions were noted by the board on alarge IP
card, so that all findings could be elaborated on
afterwards.

It was very clear that the Friends greatly appreciate the
trips that are organized, as well as the quality of the
renewed Ma-

magazine. The main priorities mentioned were the
importance of involving youth in the Schng and

further increasing visibility. The further elaboration

can be read in detail elsewhere in this Magazine.
Afterwards, it was time for lunch, but not before everyone
had pasted their own photo on the wall. Together, all the
photos formed a unique representation of the
foundation of our Circle of Friends: continuing to

commemorate our family members who were slaughtered.

become of the Nazi regime. This photo from the photo

collage now adorns the front of this Magazine.

After lunch, which was once again excellently

catered for, we continued with the afternoon program.
That began with the farewell to llse van Tunen-de
Groot, who a number of

had served as a general board member of ACEF for
years, with the editing of the Magazine as her main

task in recent years. In his thank-you speech, Pieter
Dekker particularly highlighted llse's commitment and
enthusiasm. With a large bouquet of flowers and amidst
loud applause from all present, llse was thanked for all

those years of board work.

The afternoon continued with three images pasted on

the photo wall.

With the Friends who brought these photos along-

The conversation was initiated to clarify the bond
between them, their family, and their involvement with

the Schng. In retrospect, this round proved to be the most
valuable, as the essence of the Schng was clearly felt

here.

After that, we proceeded to a second plenary round,
where each group could indicate what they felt was
missing from the board's policy.

and which positive feedback they wanted to pass

on. An inspiring round, during which many ideas were
put forward that the board can benefit from. The day
concluded by putting two former chairmen of the Schng
in the spotlight, who were fortunately able to be present

again today: Ao Schoonbeek and Marne Leerie.

After everyone had been thanked for their presence,
the day was traditionally concluded with the singing

of the Moor Soldiers' Song.

Afterwards, there was still plenty of time to chat for a
while or visit the book table, where authors Trudy van
der Wees and Ynskje Penning presented their books,
alongside Karin van Steeg, who gave information about

Ort der Verbundenheit.
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The core of the Foundation is articulated

Lohadl A

—
-

Conclusion of a wonderful Friends Contact Day
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Results
Friends Contact Day

by Henk Vlieger

When you come from the education sector, like me, you are
accustomed to all kinds of consultation and collaboration. Peer
supervision is an important part of this. However, | have now come to
experience that many of these meetings do not always provide added

value. Too often, they are conceived and directed from above by management, lacking bu
from the real field.

An exception to that general experience is the so- By clarifying exactly what is at play, surprisingly good
called incident method. This is a method in solutions often emerge. Everyone is actively involved
which a colleague introduces a problem or case, after in the case, which strengthens the interconnections.
which all other colleagues ask exclusively clarifying Moreover, the control remains with the person
guestions and only then come up with suggestions, bringing the issue forward, which benefits the

ideas, or possible solutions to address the problem. process.

The person who introduced the case then selects

one or more solutions to work with. The strength This incident method therefore sounded loosely

lies in its simplicity. By first like a working method that we, as the board, were in favor of.
had chosen the Friends Contact Day on November

29, 2025, the report of which you can read elsewhere in

this Magazine. As a board, we were really in need of

nourishment.

Discussion in groups
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from the Circle of Friends. Therefore, it was necessary
for every Friend to have their say and give their
opinion. By choosing an active small group work
format, everyone was genuinely involved in the

questions asked. The result ultimately reflected this.

Reports were submitted from each group, and
the answers were reviewed by the board.

copied and noted on large sheets.

It was nice to see that the involvement of

The attendance of all those present was very large. It
turned out that not only the board had felt the need
for an intensive discussion with the Friends, but vice
versa. Simply engaging in conversation with one
another about matters close to one's heart and
taking the time to do so proved to be a good choice. The
board promised to share all the outcomes of the day
with the Friends. This was important, because based
on those outcomes, the board would select and

formulate objectives for the new

OVERZICHT UITKOMSTEN VRIENDENCONTACTDAG 29-11-2025
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Overview of results

write policy plan for the Schng. Those choices
are listed below.

The overview below clearly shows that there is a
great deal of appreciation for the trips that are

organized. Communication via the (yyyyyyyyyyy)

website and social media is also positive. Access to

and the available information from the Digital

Monument, as well as the way in which information

searches are guided (by Pieter Dekker), also prove

to be of great importance. Finally, the Friends rate

the renewed Magazine, the collaboration with other

(international) organizations, and the visibility and

representation of the board positively.

There are also points for attention, but no major
points of contention are really mentioned. It is
considered important to reach the younger
generations and involve them in the story of

the Circle of Friends. Additionally, it is important

that visibility
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and brand awareness be increased. We must also

not forget that not everyone within the Circle of
Friends is digitally skilled.

Since no real progress is being made, we, as the board,
interpret the mentioned points for improvement as

points of attention for the new board policy to be drawn

up.

In the afternoon, the attendees mention a number of
items that are missing, supplemented with various
suggestions. From that overview, the launching of
podcasts and more attention for the surviving relatives
of CPN-Akon are suggested.

mentioned. Here too, we do not see matters that are
frequently mentioned by those present. It is mainly a

wide variety of topics.

As the board, we interpret the results primarily as
a compliment for what we are currently doing.
However, it is important that we continue to pay

attention to the

younger generations and the visibility of the Schng.
We will therefore specifically include these two points
in our new policy plan. That plan will most likely be
announced in the spring of 2026 via our newsletter

and website.
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A story of

dedication, courage,
and a lifelong loss

by Karin van Steeg

Rien Zegers from Rotterdam has been a loyal friend of the Vriendenkring

since April 2001 and is known to many. We know Rien as a sociable,

amiable man who, despite his advanced age, remains enterprising

and enthusiastically participates in our activities. By his own account,

he is curious and always seeking information on matters that interest

him. Thanks to his clear insights and wealth of life experience, Rien is

also an entertaining conversational partner.

His great sense of humor forms a nice counterpoint
to his serious side. Anyone who sees Rien laughing
automatically wants to join in! Rien strives not to be
a burden to others, while insufficiently realizing that

many

Rien Zegers in Neuengamme, 2024

to consider something for him as a privilege

to be able to mean something. He shows his gratitude
openly, with words and sweet aenes.

Through his warm personality and genuine attention

to others, he has won a special place in many hearts.

Behind his warm smile, however, lies a past that has
left deep traces. This side of his life story, set in his
early childhood, has profoundly shaped who he

has become. It is a story that touches us all —the

story

of dedication and courage, loss, resilience and love.

A FIRST INTRODUCTION TO THE
RIEN'S DIRECT FAMILY
The introduction to Rien's family begins with his

paternal grandparents. These are Marinus

13
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Picture postcard Electrostoom Rotterdam-Hillegersberg.

Source: Rotterdam City Archives

Zegers (1871-1926) and Johanna Hendrika de Geus
(1871-1944) who married in Maassluis on March

22, 1894. Marinus was in his twenties when he worked

for the Royal Navy as a quartermaster. As sub-officer of

the

In the naval service, he has a supervisory role over

the sailors and is responsible for order and duties
on board.

In 1903, he climbed a little higher on the career
ladder and went to work as a boatswain. He led the
deck crew (sailors) and was responsible for ship
maintenance, ship maneuvers, mooring, anchoring,
and working safely on deck. Even later, when he left
the navy, he worked as a chief conductor at the

Bergweg Hospital in Roerdam.

Although Marinus as quartermaster and

If the boatswain is regularly away from home for

extended periods, he and Johanna have a total of
seven children.

On Friday, August 19, 1910, Rien's father, Marinus
Zegers, was born in Roerdam as the youngest

child in this family. He grew up with four brothers and
a sister.

The following is a chronological overview of all the

children of Marinus Zegers and Johanna.
Hendrika de Geus:

y Engel, 1895-1985; named after his great-
father on father's side

y Maria Johanna, 1897-1897; this younger sister dies
when she is five months old

y Cornelis (Kees), 1902-1979

y Maria Johanna (Mary), 1903-1978; father was not
present at the birth, probably due to his work in the
navy

y Pieter Jacobus, (Piet), 1904-1942

y Arie Jan Jacob (Aat), 1908-1944 y

Marinus (Rinus), 1910-1945; the father of
Rien

As the youngest child in the family, Rinus is

everyone's favorite. Throughout his life, he remains

loved for his kind character.

After primary school, Rinus went to the junior

secondary school in Roerdam. He certainly did

not excel there; he was rejected twice and

eventually left the school. His father's illness and

death in 1926 may have had a negative influence on
his school performance.

When his father dies, Rinus is 16 years old. He

starts working as a warehouse clerk at the electricity

company Electrostoom on Electroweg in Roerdam-

Hillegersberg.

In addition to industrial equipment, electric heaters,

irons, ovens, electric hand tools, and other household

appliances are also sold here.

Rien's mother, Paulina de Bruin, was born on
Thursday, July 22, 1909, in Rotterdam. Her

parents were Willem de Bruin (1878-1963) and

Aae Bezemer (1879-1948). She grew up with five sisters

and three brothers.

Below follows a chronological overview of all the
children of Willem de Bruin and

Aae Bezemer:

y Elizabeth Annigje, born in 1904

y Cornelis Izadk, born in 1905

y 1zaak Cornelis, born in 1907; Izaak died when he was
nearly 14 months old, which must have been a great
loss for the family

y Anna, born in 1908
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y Paulina (Lien), born in 1909; the mother
from Rien
y Willemina, born in 1910
y NN, born in 1912; this little daughter received
no name and was probably stillborn, which
unfortunately happened more often back then.
y Elizabeth, born in 1913
y Cornelia Maria, born in 1915, deceased
in 1943
y 1zaak Cornelis, born in 1918
y Hendrik Willem, born in 1920
Rinus Zegers and Lien de Bruin meet, fall in love, and
decide to continue together.
to start life. On Wednesday, August 19, 1936, they
married in Roerdam. On that same day, Rinus also

celebrated his twenty-sixth birthday.

The groom's father (Marinus) is not present at the
wedding. He passed away in 1926, at the age of fifty-
five. The groom's mother (Johanna Hendrika de Geus)
grants permission for the marriage by authentic deed
and is also not present. Lien's parents grant
permission on the spot, and thus the marriage is

concluded.

After their marriage, a new chapter begins for Rinus
and Lien when they move into the first floor of the

house at Passerelstraat 37a in Roerdam-West.

Marriage of Marinus Zegers and Paulina de Bruin,
August 19, 1936
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Birth announcement Marinus Willem Zegers, April 15, 1939

Willem and Aae, Paulina's parents, live with
their three youngest children — Cornelia Maria,
Izaak Cornelis, and Hendrik Willem —on the

second floor of the house on Passerelstraat.

After being together for nearly three years,

Rinus and Lien's son is born. It is a milestone for the
young family. He sees the light of day on Saturday,
April 15, 1939, and is given the names Marinus
Willem, named after both his grandfathers. As a
child, he is called Rini; later, as an adult, he is

called Rien.

THE SECOND WORLD WAR — BRAVE
DEEDS AND HEAVY LOSSES

Lien is busy with the housework and the daily care

of little Rini. One day, when Rini is just shy of 13
months old, the center of Roerdam is bombed by the
Germans. Within a quarter of an hour, large parts of
the inner city lie in ruins. There are many dead,
wounded, and homeless. The house on Passerelstraat
is not located in the center but in Roerdam-West,

and is fortunately undamaged.

But what fear and uncertainty for both families on
Passerelstraat. After all, no one knows what will
happen next.

The bombing of Roerdam on May 14, 1940, marks a
turning point in the war.

The Netherlands capitulates the next day to further
15
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when he is ineligible for a job at the police
due to the cancer from which his father
died. But Lien continues to support him
and encourages him to persevere. Although
the rejection affects him, Rinus does not
give up and eventually applies to the Dutch
Railways. He is hired there and starts
working as an assistant detective in the
Railway Police department.

Rinus is a responsible husband and father.
He regularly sets off by bicycle from
Roerdam to Hoevelaken. He gets food from
the Van de Bunt family, who live there, to
feed his family. When Rinus is older, his
mother tells him a story about this: Rinus

is on his way back home after a food foraging
trip and arrives at Roerdam. At the

municipal border, he is met by two people
from the CCD (Central Crisis Control
Service). They want to confiscate Rinus's
food (two bags of spinach or purslane),

most likely for their own use. Rinus does

not let this happen and immediately stands up for himself.

Rinus Zegers with son Rini; a loving father

to prevent destruction. The Second World
War is a fact!

Like so many families in the Netherlands,
Lien and Rinus must adapt to the new
reality of turmoil and uncertainty. Rinus
still works as a warehouse clerk at
Electrostoom, a subsidiary of Brown Boveri
NV, but he is no longer happy there. Work
is decreasing and working conditions are
deteriorating due to the impact of the war.
Precisely in these turbulent times, financial
security is of great importance.

On Lien's advice, he starts looking for
16 another job. Rinus feels disappointed. Portrait of Rinus Zegers, 32 years old
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He takes the bags of vegetables and empties them

in front of the two inspectors. The strong wind blows
everything away. Rinus says to them: “I got nothing,
and neither did you!” When he comes home and tells
Lien what happened, she gets angry with him,
because she realizes that this act could have cost

him his life.

Holy confrontation far from home —

February 27, 1942

Long before Rinus secured a job with the Dutch
Railways, his older brother Piet (Pieter Jacobus)
Zegers was working for the Royal Navy. It seems

as if he was following in his father's footsteps.

On April 29, 1929, Piet is registered in Amsterdam.
Less than seven months later, he moves to Den Helder.
That seems like a logical place to live for someone
working in the navy.

On the Zegers family registration card, 'v Galen'
appears after the entry regarding Piet's move to Den
Helder. This possibly refers to the Hr. Ms. Van

Galen, a brand-new destroyer that was officially
commissioned into the Royal Netherlands Navy on
October 22, 1929.

Less than five years after his move to Den Helder,
Piet (then a telegraph sergeant in the Royal
Netherlands Navy) married Johanna Verheij in The
Hague on March 23, 1934. She was born there on
March 4, 1909. The groom's mother and both of the
bride's parents were present at the wedding. The
witnesses were Kees (Cornelis) Zegers, Piet's

brother and an uncle of Johanna.

At the time Piet and Johanna got married, he was
already living in IJmuiden, municipality of Velsen.
Shortly after the marriage, Johanna was also
registered here on March 1, 1934, according to a

registration card of the Verheij family.

Telegraphist Pieter Jacobus Zegers; brother of Rinus Zegers

Thus begins the shared life of the newly married
couple. The only question is whether they can be
together much. His work in the navy simply means
that Piet cannot be very settled. A document

from the War Graves Commission states that Piet
resided in the Netherlands until January 1939.
Presumably, he lived in the Dutch East Indies

after that. Whether he and Johanna were still
married at that time and whether she went with him

is unknown. It is not surprising that Piet went to

Dutch East Indies leaves. In 1939, the
unrest to that end, as a direct consequence of
international tensions and the outbreak of the Second

World War in Europe.

After the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941,
the Netherlands declared war on Japan the following

day. On January 10, 1942, Japan subsequently invaded
the Dutch East Indies.
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Transmitting and receiving equipment Hr. Ms. De Ruyter

To halt the Japanese advance, which had already been
underway for some time, an Allied fleet sailed out of
the Javanese port of Surabaya on February 26,

1942. In addition to British, American, and Australian
ships, four Dutch ships were part of this fleet, the
Combined Striking Force. These were the cruisers
HNLMS Java and HNLMS

Ms. De Ruyter and the destroyers Hr. Ms.

Kortenaer and HNLMS Wie de With. The goal is

to prevent the Japanese from occupying Java. Javais,
after all, a crucial colony due to its terrain and strategic
location. A Japanese occupation would deprive the

Allies of important supply routes and resources.

A fierce fire breaks out and
the ship comes to a standstill.

The Allied fleet is under the command of Rear
Admiral Karel Doorman. The fleet's flagship is HNLMS

De Ruyter. Karel Doorman is not the only one on board.

of this ship, but also Piet Zegers, who works here
as a telegraph major. As a telegraphist, he is located
in a special enclosed space called the radio cabin
or the shack. This radio cabin is almost always
located directly in the deckhouse near the bridge,

the ship's navigation center.

This space is strategically placed, close to the

captain and the officers, so that messages can be
handed over quickly. The telegraph cabin is often

located directly adjacent to the radio cabin.

Since early 1942, Karel Doorman's fleet has been
patrolling the Java Sea continuously to determine
the exact location of the Japanese fleet en route to
Java.

These patrols are very strenuous for the crew, and
they are consequently struggling with severe sleep

deprivation and signs of fatigue.

On February 27, 1942, Doorman spots the Japanese
ships. That same day, two high-speed confrontations
with the Japanese fleet take place in the Java Sea,
lasting a total of seven hours.

During the first confrontation with the Japanese fleet,
the Dutch destroyer HNLMS Kortenaer is hit. It breaks
in two and sinks in the late afternoon. Shortly before
midnight, another Allied attack on the Japanese fleet
follows. Around 23:30, the cruiser HNLMS De Ruyter is
hit by a torpedo.

A fierce fire breaks out and the ship lies aground. There
is no propulsion, no electricity, and the pumps are no
longer working. The ship has only a slight list to
starboard, but is lost. Many crew members located

below deck are only informed late.

Nevertheless, many of them are given the order to get
away, grab life jackets, and launch lifeboats. The
seriously wounded must be left behind. The ship sinks

after a few hours.

Piet Zegers does not manage to get away.

Together with some 350 other crew members of the
HNLMS De Ruyter, he perishes in the waters of the
Java Sea. He is 37 years old at the time and the very
first war casualty in Rien's family. The fleet commander,
Karel Doorman, also meets his death. He makes the
courageous decision himself not to abandon the ship

and goes down with it.

Around the same time that HNLMS De Ruyter is hit,

HNLMS Java also receives a full blast.
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by a torpedo fired by a Japanese cruiser. An explosion
follows in the muzzle and the ship sinks within 15

minutes. In total, more than 900 Dutch people find the

dead in this battle of the Java Sea. And in total more

than 2,300 Allied sailors.

Piet receives a burial at sea in the Java Sea. It is
unknown whether he remained on board the ship or
ended up in the water in an attempt to leave the ship
and escape. He will never come home again; that is

a fact.

For his bravery, courage, and judicious conduct towards
the enemy, Piet is awarded the Bronze Cross. Due to

the difficult communication during wartime, surviving
relatives often only receive clarity regarding the fate

of their loved ones years later.

In 2002, the wreck of HNLMS De Ruyter was
rediscovered by amateur divers on the bottom of

the Java Sea, at a depth of about 70 meters, with a slight

list to starboard, near the island of Bawean.

T
.
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Rear side Passerelstraat 37 and 39

HNLMS De Ruyter and her onboard aircraft.

Source: Marineschepen.nl

On November 15, 2016, the Dutch government
announced that the wreck had disappeared from the
original site.

Only traces remain on the seabed. It is assumed that the
wreck was illegally removed by an Asian salvage
company to sell the scrap metal. In doing so, a war
grave has been destroyed by illegal salvagers, which
constitutes desecration of a grave. This is contrary

to international law.

An abrupt end to budding happiness —

March 31, 1943

Rien's family may not even be aware of Piet Zegers'
death during the Battle of the Java Sea yet, when fate

strikes again.

Rien's mother's sister, Corrie (Cornelia Maria) de Bruin,
who is six years younger, marries Paulus Hendrikus
Rijnders on March 3, 1943. She lives with her husbhand

at her parents' house.
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on the second floor of the house on Passerelstraat.
Rini and his parents also still live in that same house,

on the first floor.

On Wednesday, March 31, 1943, Corrie decides to go
look at new furniture on Grote Visserijstraat in
Roerdam-West. Little Rini, almost 4 years old, wants
to come along with her, riding on the back of the
etching. But Aunt Corrie tells him that is not
possible. After all, the shop closes at 1:00 PM. So
she has to finish etching very quickly.

to be at the shop on JD. That must be a
disappointment for Rini, who sees the outing slip

through his fingers.

After her visit to the furniture store, Corrie is

She has only just set off for home when the air raid
siren suddenly sounds. Like many others, she tries to
find a safe haven.

The air raid siren is followed by a bombing raid by
American aircraft. Unintentionally, 70 bombs

land on the densely populated residential area

of Bospolder-Tussendijken in Roerdam-West.

Houses along the Schiedamseweg, the Rézener
Manzstraat, and the Mathenesserweg are hit, up to
the Marconiplein. Immediately after the bombing, a

fire breaks out in Roerdam-West. Due to the hard

Due to the wind and the shortage of extinguishing
water, the fire spreads rapidly. The smell of smoke
hangs heavy in the air, and there is destruction and
chaos everywhere. That day and the days that
followed, a massive search is underway for
survivors, and victims are recovered. At the corner of

Grote Visserijstraat and Schiedamseweg

View of Visserijplein — destruction after the

bombing, 1943.

Source: Image Bank Rotterdam City Archives

Corrie is found in Roerdam-West. She can only be
identified by the labels on her clothing. Would she
have been aware of the approaching end of her

young life?

In total, 453 victims perish.
consequence of this bombing. From April 7, 1943,
about 137 victims were buried at Crooswijk Cemetery,

in section GG.

The identity of 116 victims cannot be established.

be determined. Their bodies are largely charred or
recovered only in parts. This underscores the
tragedy and the immense human loss entailed by this

event.

Section GG is also an important resting place and a
monument to victims of the

earlier bombing of Roerdam on May 14, 1940.

Corrie also finds her final resting place at

Crooswijk. A headstone adorns her grave, featuring

a very recent photograph. It was taken 28 days

before her death, on her wedding day.

In the photo, she is wearing dark clothing with a fur
collar. She is wearing a dark hat with a veil and two
tassels on the sides. Her light hair is styled in an updo.
With a small smile, she looks into the camera, ready to
begin life with the man she chose as her life partner.
For her family, this thought may offer some

comfort, despite the intense grief caused by her loss.

The loving text on the gravestone reads:

HERE RESTS MY DEEPLY BELOVED WIFE
OUR UNFORGETTABLE DAUGHTER
BEH-DAUGHTER
SISTER AND AUNT
CORNELIA MARIA RIJNDERS-DE BRUIN
BORN 28 AUG. 1915
DIED 23 MARCH 1943
REST IN PEACE DEAR CORRIE
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Wedding photo of Cornelia Maria Rijnders-de

At Grandma's funeral on February 19, 1948, the bag

went with her in her coffin.

Besides the grief over Corrie, the fate of her husband
Paul also plays arole in the family history: “Paul
Rijnders, Aunt Corrie’s husband, was conscripted by
the Germans on November 9, 1944, for work in
Germany. He survived this and returned to the
Netherlands. After the war, he remarried.” Rien has

no further memories of him.

With the introduction of the
Second Distribution Master Card

become fugitives of the

Food supply excluded.

Bruin, 03-03-1943; sister-in-law of Rinus Zegers Drastic control measures, life is becoming

The bombing of March 31, 1943, which later became
known as 'The Forgotten Bombing', has long
remained underexposed in historical accounts,
partly because it is overshadowed by the earlier

major bombing of May 14, 1940, and the involvement

of Allied aircraft.

Although the loss of Corrie weighs heavily on the
family, the realization that little Rini had a narrow
escape brings some relief. It could have turned

out so much worse!

According to Rien, who was not yet four years old
at the time, it was his grandmother's grief that
stayed with him the most: “My grandmother,

Aunt Corrie's mother, was immensely sad. Corrie's
bag, which was found after the bombing, was
considered a precious possession by her and

always stayed with her. On the

increasingly difficult

While Rien's family is already heavily affected by
the loss of Piet Zegers at the Battle of the Java Sea
and Corrie Rijnders-de Bruin during the bombing of
Roerdam-West, the war continues unabated and

living conditions are becoming increasingly difficult.

On January 1, 1942, the German authorities introduced
the obligation for everyone aged 15 and over to
always carry an identity card (PB).

This control measure has far-reaching and often

fatal consequences for the population.

The PB is linked to the population register, making it
easy to verify whether someone lives somewhere
legally. This allows people in hiding and resistance

fighters to act more efficiently.

are tracked down. The PB is also used to select people
for the Arbeitseinsatz

in Germany. And anyone without a personal identification

card cannot receive food vouchers to buy essential

basic products.
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Dutch Jews have alarge black 'J' stamped on their
identity cards. With this, they are increasingly
excluded from society, and this ultimately leads to
isolation and large-scale deportations to concentration

and extermination camps.

It is virtually impossible to forge an identity document
because special ink, seals, glue, and watermarked
paper are used. Furthermore, each identity

document is assigned its own unique number that
can be compared with national and local personal
data. Forging an identity document is only possible if
data regarding a non-existent person is stored in the
central administration. Using that data, a new

identity document can be created.

This requires the cooperation of reliable civil servants.
According to the NIOD, the Institute for War, Holocaust
and Genocide Studies, approximately 140,000 identity

cards were forged during the war.

Because many false identity cards are entering
circulation, a new control measure is introduced from
the end of 1943. A replacement 'Second

Distribution Card' is issued.

A distribution master card is essential to

to be able to receive food vouchers; without this card,
people cannot meet their basic needs.

to come.

To obtain this necessary card, one must report in
person to the distribution offices with the call-up

card, the first distribution card, and proof of identity.

After verification of the authenticity and approval of
the identity document, a verification stamp is affixed
next to the passport photo. Only then is the new
distribution ration card issued. With this measure,
those in hiding are excluded from the food supply

and can no longer purchase food coupons.

Although the situae for certain groups

The Dutch seem to be becoming increasingly hopeless

Portrait of Aat (Arie Jan Jacob) Zegers;

brother of Rinus Zegers

become, more and more resistance activities emerge
in secret. To the many people in hiding
To help the registrars, the new registration cards are

being forged on a large scale by reliable officials. In
addition, the resistance raids distri-

bank offices to get their hands on food coupons

receive for people in hiding.

FAMILIES IN RESISTANCE — A HIGH PRICE

One of these reliable civil servants is Aat.

(Arie Jan Jacob) Zegers. Aat, a Zegers, is Rinus's
youngest brother. He is unmarried and still lives
with his mother at Blommersdijkselaan 16b in
Roerdam. Aat works as a municipal secretary at

the town hall of the municipality of Roerdam, the
ideal place to carry out his resistance work. Because
he has access to personal data from the Population
Register, he takes advantage of the opportunity to
forge identity cards. In addition, he provides people
in hiding with distribution ration cards and food

coupons to purchase food and

to be able to buy other arks. He also helps people

find safe hiding places.
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and hides people in hiding in his own home.
Despite the constant threat of arrest and severe
punishment, Aat continues to dedicate himself to

those in hiding, driven by his deep conviction that

every human being has aright to freedom and safety.

Aat is not alone in his resistance work. His sister Mary

(Maria Johanna) van der Have-Zegers is also involved

and arranges hiding places.

Mary's personal life situation is not entirely clear. In
1929, she married Leendert van der Have. According
to the municipal record, Leendert made a declaration
in 1930 to obtain American citizenship. Two years
later, in the summer of 1932, he left for New York. It

appears that Mary remained behind in the Netherland

According to Rien's mother, Leendert was working
as an electrician on a ship when the war broke out.

He left on this ship for

S.

Municipal map Leendert van der Have and Maria Johanna Zegers

the United States and never returns to the
Netherlands. She also states that he remarries

there, while he is still married to Mary. Whether this
is correct is unknown. A note on Leendert and Mary's
marriage certificate states that their marriage was
dissolved in 1946.

Aat Zegers' resistance activities are described in
various personal testimonies. For instance, he
helps his neighbor boy obtain food ration cards,
thereby saving his life. This explains the case in
question.

'Neighbor boy' many years later, when he is already

advanced in age. He is still immensely grateful to
Aat Zegers for this.

It is also known from a statement that Aat arranged
false identity papers for the Jewish Mari-anne
Vleeschhouwer and her husband. From then on,
they were called Marianne and Paul de Jeu. In

Her identity card lists her profession as 'cou-

peuse'. Her husband's profession

23
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Arrestee card Mary van der Have-Zegers

becomes 'French teacher'. In October 1942, they begin
their hiding with Aat's brother, Kees (Cornelis)

Zegers, at Gordelweg 139 in Rotterdam. In September
1943, it becomes too dangerous there. They therefore
move to Lien's sister, Wil (Willemina) de Bruin, and her

husband Maarten van Hulst in Hudsonstraat in

Roerdam-West.

A third statement comes from the Jewish

Bloeme Evers-Emden. She was born in

Amsterdam in 1926. In July 1942, Bloeme received a
summons to report for work in Germany. Her father
managed to obtain a Jewish exemption for her, but

this expired in May 1943. Bloeme then had to report

and ended up in the Hollandse

Theater. She manages to enter there unregistered. He
who is not registered will not be missed upon

disappearance, is

her reasoning behind this. A few days later, she
manages to escape via the nursery across from the

Hollandse Schouwburg. She has no choice but to go into
hiding.

From 1943, she moves six times in fifteen months.
Through Aat Zegers and his sister Mary, Bloeme
eventually gets a job as a maid in Roerdam, with a
widow and her son, who is a minister. She is given
aroom of her own in the family. No one knows that
sheis Jewish, and that gives her a sense of

security. She gets along well with the lady of the house.
But the moment her mistress announces that the family
is going on vacation and that Bloeme is therefore

off during that period and must leave the house, fear

strikes. She has no idea where she

needs to go there.

Fortunately, Aat Zegers and his sister Mary are

once again willing to help Bloeme. A place is being
made available for Bloeme in the house where Aat

first lived with his mother, at Blommersdijkselaan 16 in
Roerdam. He had continued to live in this house

after the death of Aat's mother in April 1944. The fact
that Bloeme finds shelter with Aat and Mary of all
people entails great risks, as the brother and sister are

heavily involved in illegal activities.

After a warm summer day, on the evening of August
8, 1944, Aat, Mary, and Bloeme are seen sitting

for hours on the veranda of the house at
Blommersdijkselaan 16, enjoying the evening

coolness. Bloeme sits there for about seven to

and went into hiding for days.

In the middle of the night, the doorbell rings very
loudly and there is banging on the door. Aat, Mary,
and Bloeme are startled awake. Because the door is
not opened quickly enough, it is kicked in.

A few men in civilian clothes storm in. At least one of
them has a hat.

up and put on a grey suit. Aat, Mary, and Bloeme are
arrested. They are being hunted down.

Everything has to be fast, fast, and so a few items are

hastily packed to take along.



Machine Translated by Google

Dazed, they are pushed into a police van and taken
to the Haagsche Veer police headquarters in

Roerdam. They arrive there in the middle of the
night.

There are 27 other arrested Jews present, all

housed through the same illegal organization. Aat

and Mary are, as far as Bloeme remembers correctly,
the only non-Jews in the room. Everyone present knows
that something is wrong. The situation is dire; they see
atrap and fear the future. Aat, in particular, is in a
precarious situation. Through his work at the civil
registry of the municipality of Roerdam, he had

access to all kinds of data, which he used to forge
identity cards and distribution ration cards. The fact
that he saved an uncounted number of people with

this will not work to his advantage.

Bloeme is registered under arrestee number 7446 at
the main police station of Haagsche Veer. She and
the other arrested people in hiding are all given a bed
with a straw mattress, an iron bowl, and a cup.

With a

They see a group of fellow prisoners in one room.

The food is reasonable. There is no abuse, and they are
allowed out for fresh air once every two days. There is
hardly any talk about the near future. As long as they
are in prison, their lives are not threatened. Looking

far ahead only creates uncertainty.

On August 19, 1944, Bloeme was transported to
Westerbork, and from there, on September 3, 1944,
to Auschwitz. Via Auschwitz, she arrived

She ended up in the Liebau labor camp, where she
was forced to perform forced labor. She was
liberated there on May 8, 1945. In 1950, she married
Hans Evers and had six children with him. Bloeme

died in 2016 at the age of nine.

The sudden arrest of Aat and Mary Zegers and
the Jewish people in hiding appears to be a
direct consequence of betrayal. The person
responsible for this must have been familiar with
the resistance group and therefore also with the

various addresses of the people in hiding.

The identity of this person is unknown,

Haagsche Veer Police Headquarters in Rotterdam; one of the few buildings in the city center
that survived the bombings of May 10, 1940.
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although a suspicion was once expressed by
Rien's mother.

After their arrest on August 8, 1944, Mary was assigned
arrestee number 7448 at headquarters.

from the Haagsche Veer police station. Unlike the
arrested people in hiding, she is locked up in a cell on
one of the two top floors of Haagsche Veer on the
orders of the Fahndungskommando (a specialized
search team). However, she is apparently not a very
important link in the resistance organization, which

is why she is released soon. When she leaves the
headquarters of the Haagsche Veer police station

on September 14, 1944, Aat is still there. The charge

against him is 'favoring Jews'.

He has arrestee number 7451.

Their brother Rinus and his

wife Lien also hide a

person in hiding.

Until August 29, 1944, he was imprisoned in cell
number 18 (also by order of the Fahndungs-
kommando) on the fourth floor. There, he was
undoubtedly subjected to interrogations in which
physical or psychological pressure was exerted.
Whether he admitted his involvement in concealing
people in hiding is unknown. In any case, on August
29, 1944, he was taken to Camp Vught together with
other prisoners. The following day, he was executed

there. He was only 36 years old at the time.

A pitch-black day in the life of Rien

When Aat and his sister Mary are locked up in the
Haagsche Veer police station and are anxiously
awaiting their fate, dark clouds also gather over the

young family of Rinus, Lien, and little Rini.

For it is not only Aat Zegers and his sister Mary who are
active in the resistance. Their brother Rinus is too.

and his wife Lien hide a person in hiding.

It seems likely that Aat's acts of resistance had an
influence on this. Initially, Rinus reacts cautiously

to the idea of hiding someone in his house. He is

aware of the dangers to himself and his family. But

Lien manages to persuade him, and so the Jewish Louis
Dormits goes into hiding with Rinus's family, via Aat
Zegers. For his own safety and that of the family
offering him shelter, Louis cannot go outside. However,
he does occupy himself with little Rini, who is now

five years old. Rini knows Louis only by the pseudonym
‘Joop Bartels'. Louis reads Rini 'Regel-mag' and

plays games with him. Rini thoroughly enjoys this
undivided attention. He is completely unaware of the

great danger involved in hiding his 'playmate’.

On Wednesday morning, August 9, 1944, a day

after the arrest of Aat, Mary, and the group of people
in hiding, Rinus comes home tired after working a
night shift at the railway police of the Dutch
Railways. He has not been home long when, at

about 10:30 a.m., the doorbell rings at the apartment
on the first floor at Passerelstraat 37A. The ever-
curious Rini, now just over 5 years old, looks down
while his mother pulls the rope to open the front door.
He sees two people, dressed in raincoats and hats,
coming upstairs. They are detectives in plain clothes.
A moment later, a third detective, also wearing a

raincoat and hat, comes down from the second floor.

This man went to the attic via the nearest neighbors.
went and ended up on the floor of Rinus and Lien's
house via the gutter and the attic. He checked to

see if anyone was hiding in the attic.

Rinus and Lien try to control their nerves

while the leader of the trio of plainclothes police
officers from the Roerdam police, in the service of
the SD, asks them: “Where is that Jew?” Rinus

answers him: “We
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“There are only the three of us here.” The police
officers then search the entire house. They knock

on cupboards and the ceilings inside them, look under
beds, but they find no one. Rinus is pressured to
confess that he is hiding people in hiding. He is told
that Lien and little Rini will be taken away if Rinus
does not give in. But he stands his ground and says:
“There is nothing to confess, because there is no

one in this house but the three of us!” The detectives

then think that little Rini is a

must be a Jewish child. They order Lien to undress Rini
and want to check if the parents

speaking the truth, when they keep insisting that

he is their own child. Eventually the police officers
leave, but they take Rinus with them. He is arrested,
just like his brother Aat the day before, for 'Jewish

crimes'. That there are no people in hiding in the house

Sketch Guys in civilian clothes

being found makes no difference whatsoever to the

detectives.

But where, then, has the person in hiding Louis Dormits,
using the alias Joop Bartels, gone? After the arrest of
Aat Zegers and his sister Mary, Louis is warned that

Aat Zegers' group of people in hiding has been rounded
up. Early in the morning of August 9th, he is taken

from the house on Passerelstraat by the underground

and placed at another hiding place in Roerdam.

Louis survives the war and visits Lien and Rini at
least once. He offers to marry Lien, thereby also
helping Rini grow up. This offer stems from a desire to
'make amends'. However, Lien, who had a very happy

marriage with Rinus, disagrees with this.
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Rien Zegers during the commemoration of the October 11 transport,

'The Journey of Fear and Hope' of Camp Amersfoort in 2024

does not respond to this. Later in life, Rien tries to
get in touch with Louis Dormits. He hopes that Louis
can provide answers to the many questions that
have been bothering Rien since he saw his father
taken away as a five-year-old child. Unfortunately, he
does not succeed in establishing this contact.
to bring about. Louis Dormits passed away in the
eighties. The many questions remain unanswered.
Rien cannot turn to his mother, because she reveals

little about that boy.

ON AUGUST 9, 1944, | SAW MY FATHER
FOR THE LAST TIME”

With the arrest of Rinus on August 9, 1944, a

disaster strikes in the life of the

Little Rini. The fact that strange angry men

Invading his safe living environment, ruthlessly
asserting their authority, and forcibly taking his father
away is burned into his retina for the rest of his life. And
although Rini, with his childlike mind, may not yet be
able to comprehend exactly what is happening, the
intense tension of that moment and the threatening
situation have a lasting traumatic effect on him for

the rest of his life.

Rinus, who is arrested at home by three men from

the German Security Service, is taken to the police
headquarters, Haagsche Veer, in Roerdam, just like
his brother Aat and sister Mary. While Aat is locked up
in cell 18, Rinus is registered under arrestee number
7538 and, by order of the Fahndungskommando, is
given a place in cell 28 on the fourth floor, opposite

Aat's cell.

On August 20, 1944, Rinus wrote a letter to Lien and
Rini from his cell in pencil on a sheet of airmail paper.
He wrote, among other things, that he ‘celebrated’

his 34th birthday on August 19 and that he was
congratulated by his older brother Aat, who was

sitting opposite him in his cell.

To his son he writes the words: “Rini, will you always
be obedient to your mother and eat your meal. Many

greetings and kisses. Your loving father.”

It is the last sign of life that Lien and Rini

get from Rinus.

The letter was later typed out by someone;

unfortunately, the original is no longer legible.

After a stay of more than a month at the Haagsche
Veer police station, Rinus was transferred on
September 14, 1944, to Camp Amersfoort, a
transit camp where prisoners stayed temporarily

before being transferred to other camps.
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Here he is registered under camp number 7181.

Almost another month later, on October 11, 1944,

he leaves on foot with over 1,400 fellow-

prisoners from the camp to the station in Amersfoort,
to be deported from there by train to KZ Neuengamme
near Hamburg. KZ Neuengamme is a concentration
camp notorious for its heavy forced labor, *Vernichtung
durch Arbeit* (extermination through labor). On October
14, 1944, the large transport arrived in

Neuengamme in the late afternoon. Rinus was
assigned camp number 56385. He died less than four
months later, on February 3, 1945, as a result of the

inhumane conditions in the camp. His body was

PRETOA T

cremated in the crematorium on the camp grounds in

Neuengamme, and his ashes were scattered.

It was not until months later, in April 1945, that Lien

received news that her husband had passed away. She could no

He does not accept the truth and continues to hope for

years that Rinus will return home after all. Meanwhile,

little Rini grows up and struggles for the rest of his
long life with the trauma caused by the arrest, the Memorial stone for Marinus Zegers in Neuengamme

deportation, and the death of his father. All of this made

such an indelible impression on him that he can still other man. That has a major influence on Rien,

recall the images from that time. Every day he is because she has expectations of him that are quite

occupied with the war, even though people around demanding. She assumes that he will never marry, and if
him tell him he must let it go because it was so she actually falls ill, it is Rien who takes care of her.

long ago. The responsibility that Rien takes on his shoulders as

aresult causes arift to develop between mother and

However, this is impossible for Rien. son. That

It even goes so far as to blame her for his father's

death for a period of time. It was ultimately at her
Rlnl, you will always be insistence that a person in hiding came into their

obedient to your mother home. That Lien
and eat your meal. The fact that he is not willing or able to answer Rien's
many questions about the war will certainly also have

played arole in the estrangement between them both.

Marinus's death is decisive for the future of Lien and
Rien. Lien remains alone for the rest of her life. After But Rien is resilient and, despite his mother's high

her happy years with Rinus, there is no place in her life expectations, chooses his own path in life. In 1962,

for a he marries 29
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Rien considers having a Stolperstein placed for
his father as well, at his childhood home on
Passerelstraat. However, the original houses have
been demolished and only new construction is

visible, causing him to decide against it.

Rien and Cornelia's marital happiness suffers a
devastating blow when she is diagnosed with
Alzheimer's disease. In February 2015, her condition
deteriorates so badly that she is admitted to a
nursing home. Rien visits her as often as possible
and continues to give her all his love, but he misses

his confidant and travel companion terribly.

Stolperstein for Arie Jan Jacob Zegers at Nevertheless, he continues unabated to gather
Blommersdijkselaan 16 in Rotterdam. information about the war, including about the
Source: War Graves Foundation detective who was in charge of his father's arrest. In
2019, heis allowed to access the file of this

Cornelia Jannigje van Bale. Happy times are

dawning for him. Cornelia gives Rien all the space look into the man. He comes 'face to face' with the

to delve into his family's war story and always detective here, thanks to a photo in the file. However,
has a listening ear for his stories. They visit Rien is not allowed to photograph or copy anything
Neuengamme almost annually, usually on their own, from the file. Through another means, he still
sometimes by train via the War Graves Association manages to get the detective's photo into his

or on an organized trip by the Neuengamme Friends
Association. In September 2009, Rien and Cornelia
placed a memorial stone for Marinus Zegers on the
grounds of Neuengamme. By placing the memorial
stone, Rien created a place where he can commemorate

his father.

Rien, traumatized by his experiences in the war, but
also a naturally extremely curious person, is
always looking for information about the
circumstances in which his father and other family

members found themselves during the war.

Rien dedicates himself to commemorating his uncle Aat.
He does this by having a Stolperstein placed for

him at the home at Blommersdijkselaan 16 in

Roerdam. After all, it was in this home that the raid took
place on August 8, 1944, which led to the arrest of Aat, Rien Zegers with the Yad Vashem medal, awarded posthumously
his sister Mary, and their person in hiding, Bloeme to his parents, uncles, and aunts.

30 Emden. Source: Brabants Dagblad
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possessions. How he would have loved to share this

) .
with Cornelia! She passed away on December 17, R T - JODENBEGUNITIGING

2020, and is still missed by Rien every day.

De volgend den sprak Mari bij zijn
“ERVALT NIETS TE BEKENNEN, WANT ER IS HIER IN HUIS

He speaks full of love about her and their happy NIEMAND ANDERS, DAN WIJ DRIEEN™

marriage. Soontis RIRN was neg masr viff joar sud teen hij soy dat xijs vader

werd en

11-10-1944 Via Kamp naar

A year after Cornelia's passing, Yad Vashem awards

are posthumously bestowed upon the Zegers family for Kampaummer 56385

their assistance to Jewish fellow citizens during the 42 ’ 7
i lk‘._.,_, 1y Llea r’ i

19-08-1936 Gehuwd met PAULINA DE BRUIN

15-04-1939 Zoontje RIEN (Marinus Willem) geboren

Second World War. In 2022, Rien receives these awards

Marinus Zegers

= D r{-\ L P munn

at Camp Vught. Rabbi Evers, the son of Bloeme Evers-

7
- . oA :ﬁ-ﬁu(—o-. Mk A pels .
Emden, who was in hiding with Aat and Mary, travels b 357 2 / S S " T
from Israel especially for this occasion. He expresses his Ak e B . ﬁ/utw b

deep gratitude and appreciation for the Zegers family ofadae

and concludes with the words:

| stand here in the painful realization that we
understand each other, and must still observe

with bewilderment that when our loved ones are torn
from our midst by the hand of an enemy, this always

remains a gaping hole in our hearts.

On one award are the names of Marinus Zegers, Paulina

Zegers-de Bruin, and her sister Willemina van Hulst-de
Bruin. On the other are the names of Arie Jan Jacob Memorial poster of Marinus Zegers, unveiled in 2024 in Neuengamme
Zegers, Cornelis Zegers, and his wife Antje Pietronella

Oostenveld. Rien always testifies about his father that everyone, his

family, brothers, sisters, and in-laws, were crazy about

him.
In 2024, Rien also had a memorial poster designed
for his father. The printing plate for this is incorporated Dear Rien, that goes for you too: YOU'RE
into the Ort der Verbundenheit monument in JUST IN YOUR FATHER'S WAY!
Neuengamme. During the Schng Vriendenkring
Neuengamme trip in 2024, Rien pasted this poster onto Sources
the designated boards. y Committee 4 & 5 May

Wikipedia

y hps://lvoorouder.nl/slachtoers-bombarde-
Now that | have reached the end of this column, | marvel ment-roerdam-31-maart-1943
at how, with such a family history full of harrowing y hps://landereachterhuizen.nl/eversemden.
events, loss, and grief, a vulnerable and damaged child html
could have grown into such a beautiful and beloved ¥ hps://ondergedokenalsannefrank.nl/app/
person. eversemden.html

Yy Website Christians for Israel
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Meeting

'Erinnerung fur
die Zukunft’

PORTA WESTFALICA
26-28 SEPTEMBER 2025

by Pieter Dekker

On behalf of the KZ Memorial and Documentation Center

Porta Westfalica, the Circle of Friends was invited to attend

the gathering for relatives of survivors and victims of the
Neuengamme subcamp, Porta Westfalica. The focus of the
weekend was the exchange of information, joint commemoration,
and dialogue with interested residents of Porta Westfalica.

The meeting began on Friday evening, C. The former camp grounds near Hotel Kaiser-

September 26, with a reception at the court

Burgerhaus, followed by a short D. The cemetery in Barkhausen and Lerbeck

commemoration at the monument in Hausberge.

We arrived on Saturday morning and did On Saturday, we visited Dachs |, an

not attend this commemoration. underground tunnel system in the Jakobsberg.
The existing tunnel system in this mountain

For Saturday and Sunday mornings, had to be expanded by prisoners with the aim

it was possible to choose from a of building a purification plant. Initially, the

number of tours: intention was to produce parts for fighter
aircraft underground, but due to the

A. Visit to Dachs | continuous bombing of the German oil

B. Visit exhibition 'No Light at the End of the industry by the Allies, it was decided in July

Tunnel' 1944
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Dachs |

to stop this and proceed with the construction of
an underground purification plant.

For this purpose, the spaces were significantly
enlarged, and a number of tunnels were converted
into large production halls. Ultimately, 8,000 m2 of

floor space was available.

Many prisoners died during the work. Most
prisoners came from Poland and the Soviet Union.
But Danes, French, Belgians, and Dutch also worked

there and perished.

From April 1, 1945, the camps in Porta Wesalica were
evacuated. The prisoners from three camps
(Lerbeck, Barkhausen, and Hausberge) were loaded
onto atrain. Beyond Hanover, the train was split,

and the men were transported towards Wébbelin via
different routes. The men from Lerbeck and
Barkhausen arrived at KZ Wobbelin after about two
weeks; the other part of the train traveled via

Helmstedt-Beendorf to

Wobbelin.

There were also Dutch women in Porta Westfalica.

They were not there long, but it was a significant number.
They were the remainder of the Jewish women from

the Philips Commando in Vught, who had come

together with a smaller number of non-Jewish Dutch

women from Langenbielau (Reichenbach).

They arrived in Porta on March 3, 1945, and left with
the evacuation of the camp on April 1. In total,

there were approximately 370 women. The

Jewish women had previously gone from Vught to
Auschwitz, and the non-Jewish women from Vught to
Ravensbruck.

After Porta Wesalica, the Jewish women plus three of
the non-Jewish women ended up in Sweden. The
other non-Jewish women were liberated by the

Americans in Salzwedel (source: Jan van Ommen).

The tour through the tunnels and the guide's stories

were impressive. Most 33






