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A  PRIORI

A  priori  is  a  term  from  Latin  meaning  'beforehand',  

'without  knowledge',  or  'in  advance'.  Here

had  to  be  continued.  First  of  all,  the  position  of  Chairman,  

as  the  first  representative  on  behalf  of  the  Foundation,  

had  to  be  filled.

When  asked,  I  agreed  to  act  in  this  capacity  until  a  suitable  

candidate  presents  themselves.  Additionally,  it  was  

necessary  to  search  for  new  board  members.  We  are  

therefore  pleased  to  inform  you  that  Helga  Fredriksen  

has  agreed  to  strengthen  our  board.  She  introduces  

herself  to  you  further  on  in  this  Magazine.  From  here,  we  

extend  a  warm  welcome  to  her!

site.  It  was  insufficiently  updated  and  needed  to  be  

revitalized.  The  website  is  now  up  to  date  and  is  once  

again  heavily  visited.  Nevertheless,  the  website  is  

undergoing  a  complete  overhaul.  It  is  technically  outdated  

and  lacks  the  look  and  feel  it  should  have.

We  have  therefore  commissioned  our  website  builder  to  

build  a  new  website-

who  is  contemporary  again.

You  will  understand  that,  with  the  departure  of  two  

board  members,  we  needed  some  time  to  determine  our  

position  as  a  board.  Nevertheless,  we  quickly  agreed  that  

the  work  for  the  Foundation

In  the  meantime,  as  the  board,  we  have  made  a  vigorous  

start  with  communicating  with  our  Friends  and  the  

outside  world.  You  will  regularly  receive  our  Newsletter,  

containing  relevant  information  and  interesting  facts.  

Additionally,  our  Facebook  page  is  being  actively  managed  

again  and,  fortunately,  is  once  again  being  visited  intensively.

Not  long  after,  we  received  the  news  that  Ilse  van  

Tunen-de  Groot  was  also  leaving  the  board.  More  than  

six  months  earlier,  Ilse  had  already  indicated  her  desire  to  

step  down  due  to  her  fragile  health,  but  primarily  because  

of  the  intensive  care  she  provided  for  her  mother.  Ilse  

continued  for  another  six  months  with  extra  help  and  

support  in  carrying  out  her  board  duties,  but  the  

situation  ultimately  proved  untenable.  In  Ilse,  we  lose  a  

committed  board  member  who  performed  her  duties  in  a  

positive  manner,  heart  and  soul.

Right  at  the  start  of  this  new  Magazine,  an  expression  

that  is  no  longer  used  very  often.

It  is  primarily  an  introductory  article  preceding,  a  priori,  the  

further  content  of  the  new  Magazine.  Normally,  this  preview  

is  provided  by  the  Chairman,  and  the  article  therefore  

bears  the  headline  'from  the  Chairman'.  That  is  currently  

slightly  different.

For  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  week  of  January,  

Thom  Klück  stepped  down  as  a  board  member  and  

chairman.  He  drew  the  consequences  of  the  fact  that  

the  manner  in  which  he  maintained  the  established  

contacts  with  the  Dutch  Dachau  Committee  was  not  

supported  by  the  other  board  members  in  terms  of  content,  

form,  and  pace.  Thom  served  as  a  board  member  of  the  

Stichting  Vrienden-kring  Neuengamme  for  five  years,  during  

which  time  he  held  the  position  of  chairman  for  

approximately  four  years.  As  the  board,  we  understand  his  

decision  and  respect  it.  We  thank  Thom,  also  from  this  

platform,  for  his  energy  and  dedication  and  wish  him  all  

the  best.

We  can  report  the  same  about  our  web-

carried  out.  We  thank  Ilse  for  her  time,  dedication,  and  

commitment  to  the  work  for  the  Foundation  and  wish  her  

all  the  best.

As  Friends,  we  actually  see  each  other  only  once  a  year.  

Because  we  find  it  important  to  hear  the  opinions  of  our  

Friends.
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Henk  Vlieger

support.

express  our  gratitude  for  your  financial  support,  without  

which  we  would  not  be  able  to  publish  the  Magazine  and  

organize  other  activities.  We  hope  for  your  continued  

support.

Finally,  you  will  find  the  secretary's  annual  report,  and  you  

can  read  about  the  upcoming  activities  for  this  year  in  our  

calendar.

Extensive  reports  of  the  October  trip  to  Neuengamme  

and  this  spring's  retreat  to  Ladelund,  but  naturally  also  

a  report  of  the  Friends'  Contact  Day  last  November.  

Additionally,  Helga  introduces  herself  to  you,  and  a  book  

about  the  Delft  resistance  hero  is  being  published.

Kees  Chardon  is  discussed,  and  together  with  Geert  

Mak,  I  take  you  to  a  new  era.

Finally,  on  behalf  of  the  board,  I  would  like  to  express  our  recognition

When  the  details  are  known,  they  will  be  communicated  

via  the  website,  Facebook,  and  a  special  newsletter.  In  this  

magazine,  you  will  find  a  considerable  number  of  

worthwhile  articles.

And  because  we  are  a  board  with  a  number  of  members  

who  have  only  recently  joined,  we  are  going  to  organize  

three  regional  meetings.  During  these  meetings,  there  will  

be  more  than  enough  opportunity  to  get  to  know  each  

other  better  and  to  exchange  opinions  and  experiences.  

At  the  moment,  we  are  busy  securing  three  locations.

acting  chairman

Neuengamme  Magazine  |  April  2025

As  Friends,  we  actually  see  each  

other  only  once  a  year.  Because  we  

consider  it  important  to  hear  the  

opinions  of  our  Friends,  we  are  

going  to  organize  three  regional  meetings.
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I  am  Helga  Fredriksen,  38  years  old,  living  with  my  husband,  

two  children,  and  two  stepchildren  in  beautiful  Putten.  Born  and  raised  in  

Putten.  Since  2022,  I  have  been  working  as  an  executive  secretary  at  

a  Technical  Vocational  School  in  Barneveld.  I  am  currently  studying  

Business  Administration,  and  I  also  enjoy  cooking,  traveling,  and  a  good  

book  or  series.

LET  ME  INTRODUCE  MYSELF

Perhaps  we  will  meet  on  one  of  the  trips,  at  a  contact  

day,  or  on  another  occasion.  You  are  welcome  to  contact  

me.

That  left  an  indelible  impressionIn  late  2023,  my  father  asked  if  I  wanted  to  join  the  next  

trip,  and  I  answered  in  the  affirmative.  The  experiences  

and  photos  I  have  seen  have  made  me  curious.  The  

knowledge  that  my  great-grandfather  was  deported  to  

Neuengamme  during  the  Putten  Raid  has  always  stayed  

with  me.

show  that  is  so  important.

Last  year,  while  standing  by  the  barracks,  

the  true  realization  hit  me  that  I,  too,  am  a  

survivor.

In  2025,  I  was  asked  to  have  a  call  with  

Henk  Vlieger.  We  met  during  the  trip  to  

Neuengamme  in  2024  and  built  up  a  good  

relationship.  We  spoke  on  Monday,  

February  10th,  and  I  was  asked  if  I  wanted  to  join  the  

board  of  this  wonderful  foundation.  I  thought  about  

this  for  a  moment,  but  the  importance  of  this  foundation  

is  immense.  I  said  'Yes,'  and  on  February  14th  of  this  

year,  I  started  as  a  General  Board  Member.

In  May  2025,  I  will  go  to  Neuengamme  again,  together  

with  my  father.  This  time,  we  are  also  going  to  my  

great-grandfather's  grave  in  Hamburg.

Almost,  because  it  is  so  important  to  pass  on  to  our  

generation,  but  also  to  the  younger  generations,  how  

important  it  is  to  commemorate  this  war,  to  show  

respect  to  the  victims  who  fell,  the  generations  of  surviving  

relatives,  but  also  to  the  survivors  and  their  families.

ren.

left  behind

I  have  known  about  the  Vriendenkring  for  quite  some  

time  thanks  to  my  parents.  They  have  already  joined  

us  on  trips  several  times  to,  among  others,

Neuengamme.

I  have  now  been  able  to  set  foot  myself  on  the  spot  

where  my  great-grandfather's  footsteps  stand,  where  he  

endured  so  much  misery.  That  has  been  very  

impressive,  as  has  the  poster  presentation  where  I  was  

allowed  to  present  my  great-grandfather's  poster.

The  second  weekend  of  February

The  circle  is  now  almost  complete.

Helga  Fredriksen
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After  having  been  a  board  member  of  the  Stichting  Oktober  44  from  Putten  for  

sixteen  years,  I  have  now  been  secretary  of  the  Vriendenkring  for  two  years.

Time  flies.  A  new  position  on  a  new  board  always  takes  some  getting  

used  to;  it  takes  a  while  for  all  the  ins  and  outs  to  become  somewhat  clear.  

I  certainly  needed  the  first  year  for  that.  Over  the  past  year,  Karin  van  

Steeg  and  Henk  Vlieger  joined  the  board.  This  meant  that  half  of  the  board  

was  new.  As  you  may  have  read  in  'A  priori',  Thom  Klück  and  Ilse  van  

Tunen-de  Groot  stepped  down  from  the  board  at  the  beginning  of  this  year.  

As  a  result,  Renzo  de  Muijnck  is  now  the  longest-serving  board  member.  

It  is  great  that  Helga  Fredriksen  joined  our  board  this  year.

From  the  secretary

Commemoration  Putten

Neuengamme  Magazine  |  April  2025

October  2,  2024

by  Pieter  Dekker
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Destinations  Amersfoort

Day  of  Mourning  Neuengamme

The  board  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Amicale  

Internationale  Neuengam-

In  November,  we  held  our  annual  Friends'  Day  in  

Nunspeet.  You  can  read  the  report  of  this  day  in  this  

Magazine.

In  May  of  this  year,  we  will  visit  the  commemorations  in  

Neuengamme  with  a  large  group  of  around  50  participants.

As  the  board  of  the  Vriendenkring,  we  have  not  been  idle  

over  the  past  year.  We  attended  various  commemorations  

where  floral  arrangements  were  laid  on  behalf  of  the  

Vriendenkring,  including  in  Harlingen,  Camp  Amersfoort,  

Sandbostel,  Neuengamme,  Amsterdam,  Meensel-

Kiezegem,  and  Putten.  Several  commemorations  are  also  

on  the  agenda  for  this  year,  which  we  hope  to  attend.

In  addition  to  commemorations,  we  traveled  to  

Neuengamme  twice  in  2024.  In  May,  we  attended  the  

commemorations  in  Neuengamme,  and  in  October,  we  

traveled  together  with  the  October  44  Foundation.

All  these  activities  contribute  to  making  the  'Circle  of  

Friends'  visible  and  to  the  name  Neuengamme  gaining  

more  recognition  in  the  country.  The  number  of  Friends  

is  increasing,  there  are  coming

In  addition  to  various  board  meetings,  board  members  

have  also  attended  other  meetings.  For  instance,  there  

have  been  several  meetings  with  board  members  of  the  

Netherlands  Dachau  Committee,  meetings  at  the  

Ministry  of  Health,  Welfare  and  Sport  (VWS)  have  

been  attended,  and  the  exhibition  'Bestemmingen'  at  

Camp  Amersfoort  has  been  prepared  in  collaboration  with  

the  Natzweiler  and  Mauthausen  Friends  Circles  and  

the  Municipality  of  Zwolle.  This  exhibition  is  on  display  at  

Camp  Amersfoort  until  December  2025.

me  (AIN).
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secretary

success.

to  become.  In  a  future  Magazine,  I  plan  to  write  an  article  

about  the  Digital

many  reactions  on  our  Facebook  page,  invitations  to  

give  lectures  on  Neuengamme  are  coming  in,  the  

number  of  emails  is  increasing  and  the  project  Ort  der  

Verbundenheit  is  a

Monument.

The  Digital  Monument  is  well-visited.

Every  week,  various  emails  arrive  containing  stories  

and  photos  that  can  be  published,  along  with  many  

questions.  I  try  to  answer  the  questions  as  best  as  I  can.  

The  responses  are  positive,  resulting  in  sign-ups  to  

become  a  Friend.

This  year,  there  are  various  commemorations  and  

activities  on  the  program.  We  will  keep  you  informed  

via  our  Magazine,  Newsletters,  Facebook,  and  

the  website.

Neuengamme  Magazine  |  April  2025

Destinations

Pieter  Dekker
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Arrival  in  Neuengamme

by  Karin  van  Steeg

On  the  road  together

For  the  second  time,  a  two-day  trip  to  Neuengamme  was  

organized  together  with  Stichting  Oktober  44  from  Putten.  The  trip  

took  place  on  October  18  and  19,  2024.

9

At  the  parking  lot  opposite  the  Nieuwe

Particularly  special  was  the  participation  of  two  sisters,  

descendants  of  Jan  van  Ginkel,  who  came  to  

Neuengamme  for  the  first  time  in  nearly  80  years  to  

visit  the  place.  Jan  van  Ginkel  died  there  on  February  23,  

1945,  within  a  month  of  being  deported  from  Camp  

Amersfoort  to  Neuengamme.

The  travel  party  consisted  of  friends  from  our  Circle  of  

Friends  and  two  board  members,  sympathizers  and  

three  board  members  of  Ok-tober  44,  a  board  member  

of  Stichting  Samen  Verder  Putten  and  two  members  of  

this  organization,  as  well  as  people  who  do  not  specifically  

belong  to  any  organization.  Two  people  from  Ladelund  

had  also  come  to  Neuengamme  especially  for  us.

a  short  stop  to  stretch  your  legs,  visit  the  toilet,  and  

have  something  to  drink  and/or  eat.

About  an  hour  later  than  planned,  we  arrived  safe  and  

sound  in  Neuengamme.

The  tour  that  Pieter  was  going  to  give  this  mid-

During  the  second  part  of  the  journey,  we  ran  into  a  

traffic  jam  caused  by  an  accident  further  down  the  road.  

It  was  uncertain  how  much  delay  this  would  cause.  

However,  it  became  clear  that  we  would  not  make  the  

planned  arrival  time  of  2:00  PM,  so  messages  were  

sent  back  and  forth  to  keep  the  people  in  Neuengamme  

informed  of  our  estimated  arrival  time.

journey  gradually  on.  With  the  'new  people'

introductions  were  made  and  'familiar  people'  were  

greeted.  The  atmosphere  was  immediately  very  

pleasant,  making  the  first  conversations  a  reality  very  quickly.

were.

At  the  Raststätte  Dammer  Berge  we  made

At  8:00  AM,  the  bus  departed  from  Putten,  with  Klaas  

Simon  as  the  driver.  After  a  short  time,  people  sought  

each  other  out  to  chat  during  the  journey.  Pieter  Dekker  

provided  information  about  the  day's  program  

throughout  the  trip.  Klaas  Simon  supplemented  this  with  

interesting  facts  about  things  we  passed  along  the  

route.

Church  in  Putten,  the  participants  arrived  at  the

Machine Translated by Google
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Pieter  highlighted  a  few  on  the  large  map  of  the  

transports  to  and  from  Neuengamme.

Pieter  spoke  about  the  arrival  of  the  large  group  of  victims  

of  the  Putten  Raid,  who  arrived  on  October  14,  1944.  

Research  has  shown  that  the  barbers  from  this  group  

had  to  help  shave  all  the  body  hair  of  these  prisoners.  

They  were  the  last  of  this  large  group  to  receive  their  

camp  numbers,  before  being  taken  to  their  barracks.

situations  in  which  prisoners  must  have  stumbled  and  

been  trampled.  Those  who  did  make  it  to  the  cellar  'in  one  

piece'  were  confronted  with  the  chilling  dampness,  which  

will  not  have  benefited  the  prisoners'  health.

then  into  the  cellar  as  quickly  as  possible,  which,  given  

their  physical  condition,  must  have  been  an  enormous  

challenge.  To  spur  the  prisoners  on,  the  guards  dealt  out  

heavy  blows.  It  seems  logical  to  assume  that  in  this  

chaotica  building.  This  gloomy,  damp  cellar  was  the  first  room  new  

prisoners  entered  upon  arrival  at  the  camp.  There,  they  

were  stripped  of  their  possessions  and  their  names,  

and  received  camp  clothing  and  a  metal  plate  with  their  

camp  number  in  return.

camps  existed  there  at  that  time.

in  Glinde  to  have  dinner  there.

In  a  room  reserved  for  us,  we  were  able  to  find  a  spot  at  

the  long  tables  where  we  were  served  by  friendly  staff.

The  day  was  changed  slightly  because  the  buildings,  

including  the  museum,  close  at  4:00  PM  and  therefore  

had  to  be  visited  first.

The  guided  tour  of  the  museum  was  slightly  shortened  due  

to  lack  of  time,  with  the  promise  that  there  would  be  an  

opportunity  to  visit  again  the  following  day.  Oliver  van  

Wrochem,  director  of  KZ  Neuengamme,  welcomed  us  here  

and  addressed  us  briefly.  Over  the  years,  warm  friendships  

have  developed  with  colleagues  and  volunteers  at  

Neuengamme.  There  is  always  joy  when  we  meet.

Pieter  took  us  to  the  cellar  in  the  ste-

People  were  particularly  surprised  to  see  how  much

Except  for  the  arrival  of  new  prisoners,  the  cellar  was  

also  used  as  an  air  raid  shelter  when  there  was  an  air  raid  

alarm.  The  prisoners  had  to

Large  platters  of  meat,  vegetables,  and  potatoes  were  

placed  on  the  tables,  from  which  everyone  could  serve  

themselves.  There  was  more  than  enough  of  the  delicious  

food.  The  convivial  atmosphere  was  enhanced  by  a  few  

German  friends  who  had  also  been  invited  to  dinner.

Pieter  continued  the  tour  of  the  camp  grounds,  and  the  

group  heard  stories  of  the  arrest  bunker,  the  former  

crematorium  of  which  only  the  foundations  remain,  and  

the  train  carriage.  With  this,  the  first  tour  came  to  an  end,  

and  it  was  time  to  leave  for  restaurant  Remise  

Steakhouse.

Satisfied  after  dinner  and  after  a  long  day  full  of  

impressions,  we  arrived  at  Hotel  Pünjer  in  Witzhave.  

Explanation  of  the  transport  map .  In  this  cozy  family  hotel  that

Machine Translated by Google
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Dutch  stone

Dinner  Remise  Steakhouse  in  Glinde

(source:  National  Committee  4  and  5  May)

Who  names  the  nameless?

The  beautiful  wreaths  were  also  already  ready  for  the  

commemorations.

Upon  arrival,  a  welcoming  committee  of  staff  and  

volunteers  was  already  waiting  for  us.

After  sixty,  seventy,  eighty  years

The  next  day,  after  a  hearty  breakfast,  we  left  for  

the  campsite  at  9:00  AM.

not  a  handful  of  land  of  one's  own

Next,  we  continued  to  the  monument.

still  no  news,

expressed  one  by  one.

The  book  remains  open.  Whisper,

Name  the  names.  Whisper,  scream

not  to  issue  a  map

to  the  horizon;

with  markings  at  the  pits,

scream  and  listen  to  the  silence

in  which  all  names  have  been  heard.

in  which  they  are  kept

is  run  by  two  sisters,  we  are  welcome  guests.  The  

greeting  was  once  again  most  cordial,  and  within  a  

very  short  time  everyone  was  on  their  way  to  the  

hotel  room.  That  evening,  there  was  an  opportunity  in  

the  conservatory  to  have  a  drink  and  chat  in  a  relaxed  

atmosphere.

One  after  the  other,  we  first  made  our  way  to  the  

Stone  of  the  Netherlands,  where  Mr.  Vrijenhoek  and  

Mr.  Van  Beek  laid  a  floral  arrangement.

Here,  Karin  van  Steeg  read  a  short  poem.

Names

even  though  almost  no  one  listens  anymore.

The  fields  remain  fully  crossbred.

under  the  same  heading

The  poem  was  written  by  Louise  Broek-huysen

Over  the  years,  warm  

friendships  have  

developed  with  staff  and  

volunteers  in  Neuengamme.  There  is  always  joy.
when  we  meet.
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Wreath  laying  by  Rudie  van  Emous  and  Klaas  Simon

On  this  part  of  the  camp  grounds,  there  are  many  more  

monuments  from  various  countries.

Continuing  past  the  various  memorial  stones  of  different  

victims  who  perished  in  Neuengamme,  we  came  to  the  

Stone  of  Putten,  a  large  boulder  with  the  text  'Behold,  

this  stone  shall  be  a  sign  to  us'  in  steel  next  to  it.  This  

monument,  where  the  Oktober  44  Foundation  holds  a  

short  commemoration  every  year  in  October,  was  unveiled  

in  1988.

The  wreath-laying  ceremony  on  behalf  of  the  

Neuengamme  Friends  Circle  Foundation  was  performed  

by  Inge  Bronk  and  Willem  van  Nieuwenhuijzen.

The  second  wreath  was  laid  on  behalf  of  the  Neuengamme  

church  congregation  by  the  'new'  pastor  Martin  Zerrath  and  

Jürgen  Schnepp.

or  of  various  groups,  such  as  the  Jehovah's  Witnesses.

After  the  reading  of  Psalm  84  and  Revelation  21  and  two  

minutes  of  silence  filled  with  clear  birdsong,  the  first  

wreath  was  laid  by  Rudie  van  Emous  and  Klaas  Simon,  on  

behalf  of  the  October  44  Foundation.
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animal  center  for  coffee  with  cake  and  lunch.

After  the  morning  program  had  finished,  we  were  

expected  in  the  Stu-  at  12:30.

Pieter  then  continued  his  tour  of  the  second  part  of  the  

former  camp  grounds,  visiting  the  Haus  des  Gedenkens,  

the  Klinkerwerk,  the  Stichkanal,  the  camp  commandant's  

house,  the  clay  quarry,  the  SS  bunkers,  and  the  SS  

garage.

visit  the  camp  grounds  or  participate  in  a  printmaking  

workshop  in  the  Plattenhaus,  as  part  of  the  'Ort  der  

Verbundenheit'  monument.

The  organization  of  this  was  once  again  in  the  hands  of  the  

church  congregation.  The  four  cakes  that  were  ready  

looked  truly  exquisite  and  tasted,  if  possible,  even  better.

The  hot  lunch  that  was  provided  consisted  of  pasta,  a  

delicious  potato  dish,  and  tender  slow-cooked  beef  with  

vegetables.  Everyone  enjoyed  this,  as  well  as  each  

other's  company  and  all  the  conversations  taking  place  at  

the  tables.

After  lunch,  the  travel  group  could  choose  from  various  

activities.  Relaxing  for  a  while  in  the  Study  Center,  

independently  the

Clay  excavation  for  Kinkerwerk

Birgit  Schönherr,  the  cake  baker 13
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The  first  prints  were  already  above  average.  Those  who  

were  not  entirely  satisfied  made  a  new  attempt,  with  

an  even  more  perfect  result.  And  here  again,  an  

atmosphere  of  togetherness

With  a  sense  of  gratitude,  we  will  continue  to  remember  this  

journey,  which  went  without  any  problems.  It  is  special  

to  be  able  to  tell  each  other  the  stories  and  to  listen  to  

them.

Around  9:30  PM,  we  arrived  at  the  parking  lot  where  we  

had  left  our  cars.  The  farewell  was  warm;  with  heads  full  

of  impressions  and  wonderful  feelings,  everyone  went  

their  separate  ways.

That  we  can  experience  this  with  our  German

After  a  brief  explanation  of  the  printing  plate  and  the  

printing  procedure,  those  interested  set  to  work.  Initially  

somewhat  awkward  and  hesitant,  but  feeling  a  bit  more  

confident  with  a  small  instruction,  their  enthusiasm  

steadily  increased.  Following  a  check  to  ensure  the  

printing  plate  was  sufficiently  covered  with  ink,  the  

exciting  part  arrived:  running  the  printing  plate  through  

the  press  and  viewing  the  result.

rigor  and  convivial  togetherness,  where  everyone  helped  

each  other.

https://www.facebook.com/Vriendenkring-

Neuengamme/

Anyone  who  wants  more  information  about  the  monument

The  printing  workshop  was  led  by  Karin  van  Steeg,  initiator  

of  the  Ort  der  Verbundenheit  poster  project  in  the  

Netherlands.  After  a

to  be  allowed  to  listen.  To  see  the  places  where  so  

many  people,  including  our  family  members,  have  

suffered  immeasurably,  and  to  be  able  to  take  all  these  

impressions  with  us  into  our  own  lives.

Ort  der  Verbundenheit  in  Neuengamme  can  be  

contacted  via  karinvansteeg@vrienden-kringneuengamme.nl

During  the  trip,  various  messages  and  photos  were  

posted  on  the  Facebook  page  of  the  Neuengamme  

Friends  Circle  Foundation,  which  received  many  reactions.  

This  indicates  that  the  involvement  of  those  who  stayed  at  

home  was  significant,  and  that  made  this  trip  extra  special.

This  went  smoothly,  once  again  with  a  stop  at  Raststätte  

Dammer  Berge  for  a  restroom  break,  a  drink,  and  a  light  

snack  (after  the  hearty  lunch,  there  probably  wasn't  much  

appetite  left).

Much  too  soon,  it  was  time  to  wrap  up,  leave  the  

Plattenhaus  clean  and  tidy  again,  and  head  to  the  bus  for  

the  return  trip  to  Putten—with  the  printed  poster,  still  

wet  with  paint,  in  a  cardboard  folder.

We  see  friends  who  are  always  there  for  us  and  give  us  a  

more  than  warm  welcome  as  a  great  wealth  that  touches  

our  hearts.

By  the  printing  press

Neuengamme  Magazine  |  April  2025

Rolling  in  the  plastic  pressure  plate The  poster  of  a  raid  victim,  killed  in  

Ladelund
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At  the  entrance,  Pieter  Dekker  and  Karin  van  Steeg  

are  ready  as  the  welcoming  committee.  I  hang  up  my  

coat  and  go  to  the  central  hall,  where  I  am  offered  coffee.

and  cake  is  provided.  Gradually,  the  hall  fills  with  

Friends,  chatting  with  each  other  and  awaiting  what  is  

to  come.

It  feels  familiar  when  I  park  at  'De  Hoeve  van  Nunspeet'.  

The  last  time  I  attended  the  Friends'  Day  at  this  location,  I  

was  still  busy  with  my  studies,  Martine  Letterie  was  still  

chair,  and  afterwards  I  could  look  back  on  a  very  pleasant  

conversation  with  Wim  Aloserij.  Now,  a  few  years  have  

passed,  I  have  graduated,  there  is  a  new  chair,  and  I  have  

even  joined  the  Foundation's  board.

Friends'  Day  Report
(23  NOVEMBER  2024)

by  Henk  Vlieger

15Hotel  De  Hoeve
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Wim  Aloserij's  line,  as  stated  in  the  book's  synopsis,  should  

by  now  be  known  to  all  Friends:

The  first  lecture  of  the  day  will  be  given  by  an  old  

acquaintance.  Researcher/author/

The  day  is  opened  by  Chairman  Thom  Klück.  He  warmly  

welcomes  everyone  and  goes  through  the  day's  

program  with  us.  The  morning  features  three  lectures,  

followed  by  a  joint  lunch.  The  afternoon  program  

has  an  open  and  communicative  character,  as  we  will  

discuss  the  Foundation's  future  plans.

Publisher  Frank  Krake  is  present  not  only  to  promote  

his  latest  book,  but  also  to  add  an  extra  chapter  to  his  

relationship  with  Wim  Aloserij,  as  described  in  his  book  

'De  Laatste  Getuige'.  The  ver-

the  notorious  Gestapo  prison  on  Euterpestraat.  He  

ends  up  in  Camp  Amersfoort  and  is  transported  to  

Northern  Germany  a  few  weeks  later,  where  he  survives  

eight  months  of  deadly  forced  labor  in  the  concentration  

camps  of  Husum  and  Neuengamme.

Partly  thanks  to  the  bad  drunkenness  of  his  addicted  

stepfather.  When  the  war  is  nearing  its  end,  Wim  ends  

up  on  the  luxury  cruise  ship  Cap  Arcona,  which  is  

anchored  in  the  Bay  of  Lübeck.

While  on  land  the  Allies  force  Germany  to  surrender,  the  

RAF  makes  a  fatal  mistake  above  water.  Fighter  planes  

bomb-barred  several  ships,  and  in  a  true  inferno,  7,000  

prisoners  perished.  Together  with  only  a  few  hundred  

passengers,  Wim  Aloserij  survived  one  of  the  greatest  

maritime  disasters  of  all  time.  At  ninety-four,  he  tells  us  his  

story.  As  the  last  witness.

He  goes  into  hiding  with  a  farmer  and  sleeps  in  a  box  

underground  for  months.  Until  he  is  caught  during  a  raid  

and  locked  up  in

Arnoldus  (Ard)  van  Daal  was  born  in  Amersfoort  in  1912.  

Because  of  his  great  sense  of  justice

The  second  lecture  will  be  given  by  Mark  Boon.  He  tells  

us  the  life  story  of  Ard  van  Daal,  a  resistance  fighter  from  

Boskoop:

Lying  on  the  roof  of  a  train,  twenty-year-old  Amsterdammer  

Wim  Aloserij  escapes  the  compulsory  Arbeitseinsatz  in  

Germany  in  1943.

Chairman  Thom  Klück

Neuengamme  Magazine  |  April  2025

Frank  Krake
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Karin  van  Steeg  Ort  der  Verbundenheit

Mark  Boon

During  the  Christmas  days,  and  when  a  call  was  made  

to  the  bravest  in  our  Fatherland,  men  and  women  rose  

up  in  the  midst  of  the  people.  They  did  not  yield  to  tyrants.  

They  placed  duty  and  honor  above  their  own  lives.  Ard  

was  one  of  these  heroes;  he  stood  up  when  it  really  

mattered.  In  Boskoop,  he  was  commander  of  the  local  

resistance  group.  In  December  1944,  he  was  arrested  

by  the  German  occupiers  (synopsis  book).

Driven  by  a  sense  of  dignity,  he  went  on  to  study  law  at  

the  University  of  Utrecht  and  earned  the

title  'Master  of  Law'.  A  day  after  obtaining  his  degree,  

he  had  to  report  for  military  service;  tensions  in  Europe  

were  rising.  On  May  10,  1940,  Ard  found  himself  in  

Woerden,  in  the  middle  of  Fortress  Holland.  There  were  

no  large-scale  operations  of  combat  in  Woerden  during  

those  days.  While  German  terror  seemed  mild  in  the  early  

days  of  the  Second  World  War,  the  Nazis  later  revealed  

their  true  nature.  When  in  the  don-

17
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at  lunch  2

(Place  for  Connection  and  Remembrance)  on  the

Board  member  Karin  van  Steeg  then  takes  the  

microphone  and  explains  to  us  what  she  does  for  the  

Ort  der  Verbundenheit  project.  Since  November  2020,  

the  'Ort  der  Verbundenheit'

The  outdoor  grounds  of  the  Neuengamme  

concentration  camp  are  accessible  to  the  public  as  a  

memorial  site  for  and  by  relatives  of  former  prisoners  of  

the  Neuengamme  concentration  camp.  The  'Ort  der  

Verbundenheit'  (Location  of  Connection)  originated  from  the  desire
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After  lunch,  Chairman  Thom  Klück  takes  over

Former  prisoners  of  the  Neuengamme  concentration  

camp  are  given  the  opportunity  to  design  a  poster  about  

their  imprisoned  family  member.  Printing  plates  are  

made  from  these,  which  are  placed  in  archive  racks  at  

the  'Ort  der  Verbundenheit'.

At  the  end  of  this  morning,  the  'Moorsoldatenlied'  will  

be  sung  together,  after  which  we  will  take  the  time  to  

say  goodbye  to  Gerrit  Assies.  Gerrit  has  a  considerable

to  create  a  place  where  family  members  from  all  over  

the  world  can  visit  their  family  member  who  is  in  the  con-

to  honor  the  prisoners  in  the  Neuengamme  concentration  

camp  by  name  and  to  be  able  to  express  their  personal  

connection  with  them  at  the  historical  site  of  their  

suffering.  The  'Ort  der  Verbundenheit'  is  designed  as  a  

growing  archive  and  for  the  active  participation  of  family  

members  and  visitors.  Family  members

are  stored.  In  the  printing  shop  on  the  grounds  of  the  

KZ-Gedenkstätte  Neuengamme  (Neuengamme  

Concentration  Camp  Memorial),  visitors  can  then  

reproduce  the  posters  and  paste  them  on  the  walls.  In  this  

way,  the  monument  grows  steadily.

served  on  the  board  as  secretary  for  a  number  of  years.  

With  a  large  bouquet  of  flowers  and

Amidst  great  applause,  Gerrit  is  warmly  thanked  for  his  

time  and  effort.  After  this,  it  is  time  for  lunch,  of  which  you  

can  get  an  impression  below.

takes  the  floor  and  takes  us  along  in  thought,  philosophizing  

about  the  future  of  the  Foundation.  For  Thom,  it  is  of  the  

utmost  importance  that  we,  as  a  Foundation,  start  

collaborating  and  seek  affiliation  with  other  Foundations  to  

prevent  a  shortage  of  manpower  on  the  various  boards  

to  continue  our  important  work.  Meanwhile,  discussions  

are  underway  with  the  Dutch  Dachau  Committee.  Those  

present  in  the  room  understand  the  intentions  but  

are  also  concerned  about  a  potential  loss  of  the  

Foundation's  own  identity.  It  is  agreed  that  the  Friends  

will  be  kept  closely  informed  of  all  future  developments.  

A  promise  is  also  made  to  safeguard  the  Foundation's  

unique  character.  Afterwards,  there  is  an  opportunity  to  

chat  further  and  visit  the  book  table.
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measures  had  run  into  trouble  or  were  threatening  to  do  

so.  Thus,  he  gained  an  early  glimpse  into  the  lives  of  the  

Jews  and  saw  the  injustice  being  done  to  them.  And  if  

there  was  one  thing  Kees  could  not  stand,  it  was  injustice.

and  stood  up  for  their  Jewish  fellow  citizens  out  of  

solidarity.

Kees  soon  became  involved  with  the  LO  (The  National  

Organization  for  Aid  to  People  in  Hiding)  and  carried  out  his  

work  with  vigor.  However,  he  remained  independent  and  

autonomous  in  this,  so  that  he  did  not  have  to  answer  

to  anyone  or  take  anyone  into  account.

Eventually,  Kees  is  betrayed  and  arrested  in  January  1944.  

He  is  imprisoned  in  Camp  Vught  and  later  in  

Scheveningen,  at  the  Oranjehotel.  With  his  arrest,  Kees's  

house  of  cards  collapses:  over  fifty  others  with  whom  he  

had  contact  in  the  resistance  work  are  arrested.  Kees  

tries  to  maintain  contact  with  his  family,  as  far  as  possible.  

On  March  20,  he  manages  to  smuggle  a  note  to  his  family  

in  Delft:  “I  am  silent  as  the  grave.  Have  been  interrogated  

three  times  again.  The  situation  is  not  good,  but  I  keep  

my  spirits  up  and  trust  in  God.”  Through  a  contact  in  

prison,  Kees  also  manages  to  send  longer  letters  to  his  

family,  but  that  contact  proves  to  be  unreliable.

Kees  Chardon  (1919-1945)  was  a  resistance  fighter  from  

Delft  who,  in  that  work,  had  connections  with  Rika  Nods-

van  der  Lans,  one  of  the  main  characters  in  Sonny  Boy.  

The  author  first  of  all  portrays  the  environment  in  which  

Kees  grew  up.  This  is  important,  because  it  was  

there  that  his  motivations  originated  to  eventually  join  the  

resistance.

Kees  grows  up  in  a  Reformed  family  with  a  clear  ARP  

affiliation.  Faith  is  the  core  of  their  human  and  political  

actions.

Nevertheless,  the  LO  did  see  problems,  because  Kees  

was  taking  too  many  risks  and  thereby  endangering  himself  

as  well  as  the  resistance:  “He  

is  swamped  with  Jewish  matters.  Everyone  is  ringing  

his  doorbell  and  standing  on  his  doorstep,  and  he  

doesn't  even  work  very  secretively  and,  moreover,  always  

knows  what  to  do.  He  has  already  helped  hundreds,  

where  they  went  is  incomprehensible,  and  yet  he  always  

finds  new  possibilities.”

During  his  student  days,  Kees  appears  to  have  been  

very  active  in  Demosthenes,  a  sub-section  of  the  student  

corps  of  the  Free  University  in  Amsterdam.  There,  the  first  

contacts  were  established  with  Reformed  ministers  and  

other  students  who  did  not  recognize  the  German  regime.

Kees'  motivation  to  throw  himself  into  the  resistance-author  Trudy  van  der  Wees

this  lay  in  his  urge  to  help  people.  “Shortly  after  the  

German  invasion,  through  his  legal  work,  he  came  into  

contact  with  desperate  Jewish  clients  who  were  being  

persecuted  by  the  German  anti-Jewish

Once  a  lawyer,  he  defended  Jewish  clients  when  they  

had  to  appear  before  the  German  court.  If  a  plea  proved  

insufficient  to  save  his  client,  he  sought  other  solutions  

on  his  own  initiative.

He  offered  legal  support,  mostly  free  of  charge.

From  Scheveningen,  Kees  is  once  again...

Father  Joseph  was  a  lawyer,  just  like  Kees,  who  graduated  

in  1940.  Their  view  of  their  task  was  'a  nobile  officium,  a  

noble  profession  in  the  service  of  justice'.

As  a  human  being,  also  in  your  profession,  you  ought  

to  dedicate  yourself  to  justice,  a  Biblical  concept.

About  the  author
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Journalism  and  communication  consultancy.  Worked  from  2007  to  2020.

Trudy  van  der  Wees  started  her  journalistic  career  

in  1986  as  a  trainee  journalist  at  the  Delftse  

Courant.  There  she  wrote  weekly  columns,  reviews,  

and  journalistic  pieces.  Later,  she  worked  for  the  

Haagse  Courant  in  managerial  positions.  In  2005,  

she  stopped  working  in  daily  newspaper  journalism  and  focused  on  corporate  

journalism.

Trudy  worked  primarily  as  a  freelancer,  where  her  interest  in  (local)  history  

and  oral  history  was  sparked.  During  that  period,  she  wrote  a  number  of  books  

on  local  history.  Since  2020,  she  has  focused  exclusively  on  her  authorship.

KEES  CHARDON  |  Figurehead  of  the
Delft  resistance
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Henk  Vlieger

Infectious  diseases  such  as  

dysentery  and  typhus  spread  rapidly.  

In  the  final  days  of  the  camp,  more  

than  a  hundred  prisoners  die  

daily  in  the  infirmary.

“It  is  no  wonder  that  so  many  died,”  

a  Dutch  ex-prisoner  later  wrote  about  

Wöbbelin.  “The

It  is,  however,  a  miracle  that  there

Anyone  wishing  to  read  this  book  is  best  off  starting  at  the  

back  with  the  'afterword  and  acknowledgments'.  There,  

as  a  reader,  you  will  also  learn  how  the  author  came  to  

write  this  book:  namely,  by  pure  chance.

The  author  himself  also  sees  a  disadvantage  to  this

You  will  also  better  understand  how  this  book  came  about  

and  the  choices  the  author  made.  The  book  is  intended  

to  be  more  than  a  biography  of  Kees  Chardon.  It  also  

aims  to  provide  insight  into  the  resistance  and  the  

dilemmas  faced  by  'Jewish  patrons'.

approach.  The  book  contains  a  great  many  names,  

and  as  a  reader,  you  quickly  start  to  feel  overwhelmed.  

Fortunately,  we  do  not  have  to  remember  all  those  names  

to  read  the  story  of  Kees  Chardon.

rightly  in  the  overcrowded  infirmary.  Most

He  was  probably  buried  about  fourteen  days  after  his  

death,  on  the  orders  of  the  American  army  that  liberated  

Wöbbelin,  at  one  of  the  cemeteries  in  Ludwigslust,  

Schwerin,  or  Hagenow.  Anonymous.

sanitary  facilities.  The  camp  inmates  suffered  constant  

hunger  on  an  unappetizing  ration  of  thin  milk  soup  for  

breakfast  and  watery  cabbage  soup  for  lunch.  Within  

a  short  time,  relatively  healthy  prisoners  turned  into  

shadows  of  themselves,  weakened,  apathetic  figures  with  

an  empty  look  in  their  eyes.  Of  the  more  than  5,500  Dutch  

people  imprisoned  in  Neuengamme,  only  700  would  

survive.  Most  prisoners  died  within  three  months  of  

arrival.

The  sick  lie  on  the  ground  in  their  own  filth.  It  stinks  there  

and  it  is  indescribably  filthy.  Be-

He  was  taken  to  'the  bunker'  in  Vught  and  in  September  

1944  to  Sachsenhausen  camp,  just  northwest  of  Berlin.  

There  he  came  to  know  the  horrors  of  life  in  a  

concentration  camp.  Kees  was  soon  transferred  to  another  

concentration  camp.  On  October  16,  he  arrived  in  

Neuengamme.  “Neuengamme,  one  of  the  largest  

concentration  camps  in  Northwest  Germany,  was  so  

overcrowded  that  prisoners  regularly  had  to  share  a  bunk  

three  to  a  room.  There  were  insufficient

there  are  still  people  who  have  

survived  this  hell.”

Kees  Chardon  died  a  few  days  before  the  liberation,  most  

likely  on  April  27,  1945.

to  be  able  to  follow.  The  book  is  therefore  not  only  a  

biography,  but  is  primarily  intended  as  a  tribute  to  all  those  

other  people  who  joined  the  resistance  and  risked  their  

lives  to  save  others.

On  October  20,  Kees  was  taken  to  Helmstedt-Beendorf,  

one  of  the  many  subcamps  of  Neuengamme.  The  

operation  of  the  camp  was  largely  left  to  the  prisoners.  It  

was  a  cunning  system  of  divide  and  conquer,  where  some  

prisoners  gained  great  power  over  their  fellow  prisoners  

and  abused  that  power.  “Kees  found  it  difficult  to  hold  his  

own  in  the  harsh  camp  life:  the  lack  of  sleep,  the  noise,  

the  cursing,  the  constant  screaming  and  arguing,  the  

penetrating  stench  of  too  many  unwashed  men  in  too  

small  a  space.”  Due  to  the  steady  advance  of  the  Russian  

Red  Army,  it  was  decided  to  transport  the  prisoners  

again,  this  time  to  Wöbbelin,  another  subcamp  of  

Neuengamme,  located  much  further  to  the  northwest.  

Wöbbelin  had  been  established  in  February  1945,  but  by  

April  of  that  same  year,  it  was  still  not  completed.  It  was  

primitive,  overcrowded,  and  extraordinarily  filthy.

Kees  is  by  now  very  weakened  and  sick  and  comes

1  Sonny  Boy  –  Annejet  van  der  Zijl  |  Uitgeverij  Overamstel  |  2024

ISBN:  9789048872107  |  €15.00

Machine Translated by Google



by  Henk  Vlieger

7-9  MARCH  2025

Neuengamme  Magazine  |  April  2025

Ladelund
Visit  Heidag

started  years  ago  to  inform  each  other,  exchange  information,  and  maintain  friendships.  

Participants  in  this  meeting  each  year  are  the  Gedenkstätte  Ladelund,  the  volunteers  of  the  

Kirchenarbeit  from  Neuengamme,  and  Stichting  Oktober  44  from  Putten.

Every  year  there  is  a  'Heidag'  in  Ladelund,  Neuengamme,  or  Putten.  This  has  been  the  case  for  years.
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Prior  to  the  meeting  in  Ladelund,  we  first  went  to  the  

former  Ladelund  subcamp  early  Saturday  morning.  

There  is

It  was  a  subcamp  of  Neuengamme  and  in  use  from  

September  26,  1944,  to  December  29,  1944.  During  

the  autumn  of  1944

Since  we  had  sufficient  time  on  the  outward  journey,  

we  also  paid  a  visit  to  the  former  Husum-Schwesing  

camp.

As  the  board  of  the  Circle  of  Friends,  we  believe  that  we  can  

also  be  a  good  partner  to  consult  regarding  cooperation  and  

developments,  including  in  Neuengamme  and  within  our  

Circle  of  Friends.  Pieter  Dekker  therefore  asked  Ladelund  

(this  year's  inviting  party)  whether  we  could  also  be  invited  

for  next  year.  The  answer  revealed  that  October

44  could  not  be  present,  which  freed  up  a  place  at  the  table  

for  us.  Therefore,  Pieter  Dekker,  Karin  van  Steeg,  and  

the  undersigned  departed  on  Friday,  March  7,  to  attend  

the  Heidag  in  Ladelund  on  Saturday  and  to  return  home  

on  Sunday,  after  having  attended  the  church  service  in  the  

small  church  of  Karlum.

there  are  a  total  of  2,500  people  from  14  countries

imprisoned,  of  whom  between  300  and  500  did  not  survive  

their  stay.  The  vast  majority  of  the  victims  were  Dutch.  The  

prisoners  had  to  perform  various  tasks  for  the  German  

army  in  the  marshy  area  under  the  supervision  of  the  kapos,  

such  as  digging  anti-tank  ditches  for  the  so-called  

Friesenwall.  They  stood  in  the  cold  water  all  day  long.  

In  the  mornings  and  evenings,  they  were  led  through  the  

streets  of  Husum

driven.  The  inhabitants  of  Husum  were  also  forced  to  

take  bodies  to  the  cemetery.  In  December  1944,  the  

Friesenwall  had  become  useless  due  to  the  new  military  

situation,  whereupon  the  Husum-Schwesing  camp  was  

closed  down.  All  survivors  were  returned  to  Neuengamme.
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getting  to  know  our  conversation  partners  for  the  day,  

representatives  of  the  Lade-lund  Memorial  and  the  

volunteers  from  the  Kirchenarbeit  in  Neuengamme.  For  

Pieter,  it  felt  like  coming  home.  All  the  participants  at  the  

table  knew-

There  are  9  collective  graves  in  the  Ladelund  cemetery.

Prisoners  in  the  camp,  just  like  in  Husum,  had  to  work  

on  the  Friesenwall.  300  prisoners  died,  including  110  men  

who  had  been  rounded  up  during  the  Putten  raid.

of  the  camp,  just  as  in  Husum,  little  more  to  see  than  the  

memorials.

Ladelund  was  also  a  subcamp  of  Neuengamme.  It  was  in  

operation  from  1  November  1944  to  16  December  

1944.  The  more  than  2,000

Before  we  set  off  again  on  Sunday,  we  first  attended  a  

church  service  together  in  the  800-year-old  and  

magnificent  St.

Laurentius  Church  in  Karlum.  After  the  service,  there  was  

coffee  and  cake,  and  we  discussed  the  wonderful  

weekend  at  length.  Finally,  additional  arrangements  were  

made  for  a  future  meeting.  As  the  board,  we  can  look  back  

on  a  beautiful  and  pleasant  weekend,  during  which  we  

were  able  to  be  of  value.

After  this  impressive  visit,  we  made

And  when  I  came  for  the  first  time,  I  felt  like  I  was  in  a  

warm  bath.  The  conversations  were  conducted  in  the  

same  atmosphere.  We  exchanged  experiences  and  plans  

with  each  other  and,  where  necessary  and  possible,  

offered  our  help  and  services.  In  the  evening,  we  

concluded  the  day  with  a  joint  dinner.  All  in  all,  very  

meaningful  and  very  enjoyable.

He  already  knew  that  from  his  past,  when  he  was  still  active  

with  Oktober  44.  I  soon  understood  why  Pieter  was  so  

enthusiastic.  Even  though  I  was  new

Pieter  Dekker  and  Henk  Vlieger  in  Husum-Schwesing
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Former  
camp  grounds

Cemetery  at  

St.  
Petri  Church

in  Ladelund

Gedenkstätte  Ort  der  Zwangsarbeit  Ladelund

Machine Translated by Google



1.  There  is  a  single  state  ideology,  which

dictator,  attempts  to  get  the  entire  lives  of  the  inhabitants  in  

his  grip.  National  Socialism  and  Communism  are  striking  

examples  of  this.  In  her  seminal  work  'The  Origins  of  

Totalitarianism'  (1951),  Hannah  Arendt  describes  the  

characteristics  of  these  regimes:

In  the  first  twenty  years  of  this  millennium,  we  have  had  

to  deal  with  crises  (banks,  euro,  refugees,  Brexit)  that  hit  

Europe  and  the  European  project  (from  ECSC,  via  EEC  

and  EC  to  EU)  hard.  In  his  book,  Geert  also  expresses  

concern  about  American  President  Trump,  who  was  then  in  

his  first  term,  and  as  a  result  of  which,  I  quote:  “Numerous  

structures  are  being  dismantled  that  were  established  in  

the  second  half  of  the  twentieth  century  to  make  the  world  

a  safer  place.”  Yet  expectations  were  high  at  the  beginning  

of  this  century,  for  never  before  had  things  gone  so  well  

for  citizens—at  least  in  the  Western  world—as  they  did  

then.  In  twenty  years,  the  “plates  of  the  earth’s  crust  of  

world  history  have  started  to  shift.”

2.  There  is  one  leader  (a  dictator)  who  leads  a  one-party  

state.

5.  The  state  has  a  monopoly  on  violence.

It  is  not  very  difficult  to  recognize  regimes  from  the  previous  

century  led  by  Adolf  Hitler,  Joseph  Stalin,  and  Mao  Zedong  

in  this.  But  those  same  characteristics  also  apply  to  current  

leaders  such  as  Kim  Jong-Un  of  North  Korea,  Xi  Jinping  of  

China,  Vladimir  Putin  of  Russia,  and  yes,  also  Donald  Trump  

of  the  United  States.

3.  Violence  and  intimidation  carried  out  by  the  secret  police  

(for  example,  the  Gestapo,  the  NKVD,  or  the  Stasi).

When  Geert  Mak's  book  'Great  Expectations'  was  published  

in  2019,  it  became  apparent  that  he  was  pessimistic  about  

Europe.  The  feeling  that  things  would  not  always  get  better  

was  a  fundamental  turning  point  for  him.

I  read  a  lot  these  days  about  totalitarian  regimes  from  

the  last  century,  which  are  compared  to  similar  current  

regimes.  In  my  opinion,  those  comparisons  are  not  directly  

applicable,  but  similarities  certainly  exist.  Characteristic  of  

a  totalitarian  regime  is  that  the  state,  often  led  by  a

must  be  believed  and  propagated  by  everyone.  In  this  

regard,  the  individual  is  subordinate  to  the  masses.

I  think  Geert  Mak  has  a  keen  eye  for  change.  Even  though  

“nothing  is  harder  than  recognizing  history  when  you  are  

in  the  middle  of  it,”  Geert,  in  my  opinion,  realized  very  well  

that  we  had  closed  an  era  and  found  ourselves  in  a  new  one.  

By  now  we  know

4.  The  government  has  all  means  of  communication

shares  in  the  hands  of:  newspapers,  television,  the  

internet,  and  other  media  are  controlled  and  managed  

and  propagate  the  ideology  of  the  state.

all  too  well  how  quickly  changes  are  occurring.  The  question  

is  whether  order  can  be  brought  to  the  chaos  of  current  

news  reports.  Are  there  patterns  to  be  discovered  in  history?  

And  if  so,  how  do  we  relate  to  them?

6.  In  a  totalitarian  state,  such  as  a  country  under  communism,  

the  state  has  full  control  over  the  economy.

The  current  world  is  increasingly  exhibiting  dictatorial  

tendencies.  Geert  Mak  writes  about  this  in  *Great  

Expectations*:  “The  relations  between  the  Western  

world  and  the  rest  of  the  world  are  changing  significantly.  

We  live  in  a  time  in  which  all  kinds  of  established  opinions

A  new  era
by  Henk  Vlieger
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June  11,  2025  

September  27,  2025

Commemoration  in  Lex  and  Edo  Hornemannplantsoen  Eindhoven  

Commemoration  Camp  Amersfoort

April  18  –  May  11

AGENDA  OF  COMMEMORATIONS  AND  ACTIVITIES

Exhibition  at  the  Harderwijk  City  Museum  in  the  context  of  80  years  of  liberation.  

The  Circle  of  Friends  contributed  to  the  section  concerning  five  Harderwijk  residents  

deported  to  Neuengamme  concentration  camp.

May  3,  2025

Journey  of  Fear  and  Hope  Camp  Amersfoort

Commemoration  of  the  liberation  of  Stalag  XB  Sandbostel

Commemoration  Putten

May  3,  2025

Poster  presentation  Ort  der  Verbundenheit

Commemoration  of  Camp  Schoorl

Trip  to  NeuengammeMay  2-5,  2025

Wöbbelin  Commemoration

October  11,  2025

21  -  23  November  2025

October  2,  2025

AIN  in  Neuengamme

April  18,  2025  

April  19,  2025  

April  19,  2025  

April  23  -  27,  2025 Remembrance  tour  Death  March  in  1945  from  Bunker  Valentin  (Bremen-Farge)  

to  the  Gedenkstätte  Sandbostel

Dachau  commemoration  in  Amsterdam

May  4,  2025

Neuengamme  Commemoration

Neustadt  Commemoration

May  1-2,  2025

Porta-Westfalica  Commemoration

April  29,  2025

1  Source:  https://historiek.net/totalitarianism-meaning-and-

characteristics/89482/
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regimes  gain  control.  That  means  actively  campaigning  

against  anti-democratic  expressions  and  standing  up  for  

values  such  as  freedom,  equality,  and  solidarity.  So  every  

time  we  commemorate,  we  must  also  be  mindful  of  the  

importance  of  democracy,  pluralism,  freedom  of  expression,  

and  autonomy,  regardless  of  your  political  background  

and  preference.  I  think  that  this  year,  in  which  we  

commemorate  80  years  of  living  in  freedom,  we  will  

have  more  than  enough  opportunity  to  do  so.

The  question  is  how  we,  as  the  Neuengamme  Circle  of  

Friends  Foundation,  relate  to  these  developments.  

In  our  objectives,  we  aim  to  keep  the  memory  of  the  

Neuengamme  concentration  camp  alive  and  to  

perpetuate  the  bond  between  surviving  relatives.  At  the  

same  time,  it  is  important  to  raise  awareness  within  Dutch  

society  of  what  happened  in  that  concentration  camp  at  

the  time  and  the  consequences  this  has  had  for  survivors,  

surviving  relatives,  and  society.  Therefore,  we  must  

continue  to  bear  witness  to  the  fact  that  KZ  Neuengamme  

was  an  expression  of  the  horrors  of  a  terrible  dictatorial  

regime  from  the  previous  century,  aware  that  that  history  

of  the  past  could  easily  repeat  itself.

fundamentally  beginning  to  change:  the  influencing  of  

people  during  elections,  the  discussion  about  'the  truth'  

and  –  as  a  silent  elephant

The  Germans  themselves  have  a  beautiful  word  for  this.  

For  them,  Neuengamme  is  not  just  a  former  concentration  

camp,  but  above  all  a  memorial.  A  mission  is  hidden  

within  that  word.  In  these  uncertain  times,  in  which  more  

and  more  countries  are  exhibiting  dictatorial  tendencies,  

we  will  have  to  make  our  voices  heard,  also  as  a  

Foundation  and  Friends.  For  we  have  experienced  

directly  and  concretely  within  our  own  families  what  it  

can  mean  when  autocratic

in  the  china  shop  –  the  climate  problem.”
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The  Magazine  primarily  contains  information  from  the  board.

with  the  maker.

Everyone  is  free  to  contribute  to  the  Magazine.  Articles

to  amend  the  text  of  the  submitted  articles.  Changes  to

of  any  scope  or  content  shall,  if  these  in  the  opinion  of

if  editing  is  necessary,  always  in  consultation  with  the  author

Publication  date  of  the  next  issue:

be.  Unless  otherwise  stated,  the  rights  to  the  photographic  work  rest

New  life  in  Husum  subcamp

The  Neuengamme  Magazine  is  published  twice  a  year.  It  focuses

turns  to  everyone  involved  in  the  events  in  the  concentration-

used  material  for  this  Magazine  without  authorization

can  be  informative  and/or  opinion-forming  or  can  be  personal

(photo  Karin  van  Steeg)

responsible.

applied

posted.  Consultation  with  the  editorial  team  regarding  this  is,  of  course,  always  possible.

feels  involved  with  Camp  Neuengamme  or  its  aftermath.

and  to  trace  texts.  If  you  believe  you  derive  rights  from  the  ge-

Back  page  photo:

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  contact  any  potential  rights  holders  of  photos.

The  editorial  staff  reserves  the  right  to  make  minor  changes  to  the

Reproduction  of  articles  or  parts  thereof  is  permitted,  provided  that

you  want  certain  texts,  names,  photos,  drawings  or  trademarks

Articles  should  be  sent  to  the  editors  by  letter  or  email.

contain  experiences.  Calls  for  information  can  also  be

under  the  responsibility  of  the  Neuen-  Circle  of  Friends  Foundation

of  the  Neuengamme  Circle  of  Friends  Foundation.  In  addition,  it  stands

granted,  or  you  have  comments  on,  or  objections  to  the  use

of  source  attribution.  The  Neuengamme  Magazine  is  published

Summer  2025  (special  commemorative  edition!)

then  please  contact  the  editorial  team.

range.  For  signed  contributions,  the  respective  authors  are
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